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FH E Author f this lietle Eſſay Was 

; not appriſed of LR CLerc's Letters 
on Inſpiration, before he had modelled © 
and almoſt completed his own Performance. 
On reading thoſe Letters, he found, in- 
_ deed, ſome of his Obſervations anticipated 
by that liberal and learned Writer ; but 
aw no Reaſon to think his own Attempt, 
which profeſſes to enter into a more free, 
comprehenſive, and circumſtantial Dij- 
cuſſion of the Saunen, in any 6 "Ye e 
| 4 a. 111 | 


The 1 of the preſent 8 
þ much accupied as they are in the Pur- 
ſuit and Enjoyment of worldly T. hings, 
prom riſes but little Encouragement to the 

A 3 Publica- 


FCC 


Publication of any Work, that reſpetts 
TaroLoGY. To gratify the Senſe with 
the various Fooleries of theatrical Exhi- - 
bitions, is now one great Object of the 
public Attention: a ſure Symptom this, 
of the Decay of Literature and Virtue, 
and of the Prevalence of an effeminate 
and a depraved Taſte ! The learned 
themſelves are moſtly engaged in political 
Diſquifitions, or in puſhing their Re- 
ſearches into the unexplored Regions of 
natural Philoſophy : Reſearches, worthy 
of every Effort of cultivated Genius, and 
the Dignity of the human Mind: it is 
only to be lamented, that they ſhould pre- 
dominate, to the Prejudice of other Pur- 
fuits of no leſs Dignity and Uſefulneſs 
than they. Even the Generality of our 
own Profeſſion, the Miniſters of 
heavenly Things,” who have entered 
into a formal and moſt folemn Engage- 
ment, to be diligent in reading the WoRD 
of Gov, and in proſecuting thoſe Studies 


which Jubjerve to the 9 of it, 


- | that 
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that they may be enabled to inſtruct others 
therein—are not folicitous to inſtruct 
themſelves*. They are infected by the 
diſtempered Manners of the World around 
them; and, in this State of Sicklineſs and 
Stupefattion, ſeem to forget © what 
Manner of Men they are.” That Stock 
of uſeful Knowledge, which was planted 
at School and matured at the Univerſity, 
1s ſuffered to run waſte, and brings no 
Fruit unto Perfettion. They iſſue forth, 
completely equipped for the Battle ; but 
decline the Conteſt, and fit down for Life, 


| 33 and contented. 


r IATOOW Kau OXenpiv. 
Eg rohsμüe, ad aug dE vornoavta. 


But, though the Ardour of FREE Ex- 
 QUIRY in religious Subjects is fo much 


* With what Face can they read that pointed Expoſfiu- 
lation of the APOSTLE : 
O Manus inepor, g ννοαν 8 ναν,j, Rom. ii. 21. 
«© Our of thine own Mouth will I judge thee, thou 
wicked Servant!“ 


ö a bated 
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abated among the Clergy, and an ignoble 


Acquieſcence in the Deciſions of our Fore- 


fathers ſo induſtriouſiy recommended, even 
by thoſe*, from whoſe Principles as 
PROTESTANTS, from whoſe EMINENT 
STATIONS n the Church, and from 
whoſe INTELLECTUAL ATTAINMENTS 
we might have expected more Cons1s- 
TENCY, more Zeal for the Advance- 
ment of the TRUTH, and more GENEROUS 
and ENLARGED CONCEPTIONS - Rot- 


withſtanding theſe and other Diſcourage- 


ments, we will not ſuffer a peeviſh Diſ- 
guſt at the Inconfideration or the Profligacy 
of the preſent Times, to intercept thoſe 


. Labours, which, we apprehend, will 


prove acceptable to the choSEN FEw 


# 2 quia nil rectum, nfe guod placuit fibi, ducunt ; 


Vel quia turpe putant parere minoribus, er que 
Imberbi didicere, ſenes perdenda fateri, 
* + Hor, 


n | | | 

Who ſeorn a Lad ſhould teach his Father Hill, 

And, having once been wrong, ill be /o till. | 
„ | Pork. 
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of our own Day, and may poſſibly be of 
ſome Service in enligbtening the Minds 
and dilating the Hearts of our Poſterity, 
by furniſhing right Notions r CHRIS“ 
TIAN TRUTH and CHRISTIAN LI- 
BERTY. We owe this Acknowledgement 
at leaſt to the 6Racious BRING, who 
Has bleſſed us with the Gift of Under- 
Rlanding, and with all the delicate and 
retired Gratifications, ariſing from the 
Improvement of it. We will, therefore, 
proceed and perſevere in this commendable 
Employment, through Honour and Diſ- 
honour, through evil Report and good 
Report, unterrified and unſeduced ; nor 
repine, if we leave to others the Profit 
. of our Lucubrations. ' Like the generous 

Huſbandman, we will, plant and dreſs 
the Tree, which reſerves it's Shade for 
fue Generations*., | 


jam, gue ſeminibus jadis þ /uftulit arbos, 
Tard venit, ſeris faQura nepotibus umbram, 
Vise. Geo. II. 57. 


x | * | ONE 


Xx PREFACE. 
ONE Claſs of Readers will, no Doubt, 
be grievouſly offended at the Freedom 
with which I have expreſſed *myſelf on 
certain Points of Doctrine, that have 
been long eſtabliſhed by legal Authority, 
and are therefore prepefteronſly denomi- 
nated and reputed ORTHODORX. But I 
muſt not carry my Complaiſance ſo far, 
as., to accommodate, at the Expence of 
Truth, either my Faith or Writings to 
the antereſted Views and tranſient Policy 
| of the Kingdoms of this World.” 7 
| | hold the PRIvIIEOES of NATURE and 
1 CnxISTIANITY 52 too high an Eſtima- 
| tion, to make a mean Surrender of them 
\ to. any Authority, ecclgſiaſtical or civil, 
that preſumes to uſurp a Tyranny over 
F the Mind and Conſcience, and to invade 
38 | the PREROGATIVE of HEaven®. I 
have, on this Account, delivered my 
Sentiments upon ſome recetved Opinions, 
which I cannot but confider as Id PIOus 
and ANTICHRISTIAN, with Energy and 


* Matt. _ 1. Rom, xiv, 4—14. 


Indigna- 
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Indignation. I efteem it to be the Duty 
of every Perſon, as he values the true 
Intereſts of Religion, and his own, to 
proclaim the Truth with Simplicity and 
Firmneſs, as in Subjettion to the LORD 
and not to Man, after the Example of 
the APOSTLES and firſt Preachers of 
the GospPeEL*; who were inclined to 
think © it impoſſible ” for an upright 
and zealous Chriſtian, © not to ſpeak 
the Things” which he confidently believes 
to be © true, and profitable unto Men.” 


| I might alſo reaſonably defend myſelf from 
 alledging the Inefficacy of a time-ſerving and 
timid Spirit, which” is often interpreted 
and perverſely enough} into a Symptom 
of Imbecility, as implying ſome Defect, 
either of an Author's Arguments, or bit 
Conviction.—Befides, if UTILITY be our 
Object, and not the Eſtabliſhment of un- 
Fruittful Speculations; what Reformation 
| * 
Acts iv, 13==22. 


WAS 


— 
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Was ever yet accompli ;ſhed, but by an open 
and fearle 5 $46 20h 4 | 


s 25 a the Fuſtneſs of this laſt 
Poſitron, I need only mention the Names 
of LUTHER and ERasMus. Theſe great 
Men entertained, probably, much the ſame 
Sentiments upon the eſſential Doctrines and 
Duties of Chriſtianity, and were alike con- 
vinced of the Corruptions of the PAPAL 
SEE. The one conducted himſelf with a 
timid: Circumſpe#ion, with a temporifing, 
conciliating Accommodation of Manners to 
the Circumſtances of the Times,. and the 
Powers that were,” which bordered\upon 
Prevarication and Inſincerity: the other 
pale and afted, with Firmneſs and De- 
ciſion. The one, by the feeble Efforts of 
Trony and Remonſtrance, exaſperated with- 
our Effect. the: other, by Invective and 
| Intrepidity, achieved a ſignal Revolution 
m the Chriſtian . Church, and reſtored to 
Mankind tht LIGHT and LIBERTY * 
the GOSPEL, ff 5 
5 To 
* 2 


FE. R BF: A CB xiii 
70 the Majority—who, I dare ſay, will 


not ſcruple to fligmatiſe me with ſome of 
thoſe Names of odious Diſtinction, Arian, 


Socinian, and ſuch Sort of legitimate 
Abuſe—T ſhall not condeſcend to make any 
Apology—None is neceſſary—T heir Opi- 


nion I deſpiſe, and will not deprecate the 


utmoſt Severity of their Reſentment *. 


| Others, perhaps, who may now me 


perſonally, will be of Opinion, that I have 


committed a moſt culpable Indiſcretion, and 
have incurred the Imputation of Conceit 
and Arrogance, in publiſhing my Thoughts 
on ſuch an important Subject, as that 
diſcuſſed in the following Eſſay ; à Subject, 
that required a confirmed Maturity of 
Judgement, and the moſt extenſive Informa- 
tion: hat Notions, ſo peculiar in them= 
ſelves, and ſo abhorrent Zo the general 


 * Oevye juan, £ To WuT emeCovras 8% T eywye 
Ailoouar, ever epeio perverv* Tap" Eporye Xu GANG. 
Ot ue A, TYNTUT YG nn a ; 


Hom, II. I. 173. 
Per- 
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Perſuafion of Men, from the earlieſt Periods 
of the Chriſtian Ara to the preſent Times, 
ſhould not have been obtruded on the Public, 
with ſo little Diffidence and Reſervation, 
unſanttified by the Authority of Experience 
and Age. The Objection carries with it, 
IT confeſs, an Appearance of Reaſon : nor 
can I make a minute Reply, without a 
manifeſt Violation of Decorum. Let me 
be permitted, however, to appeal from ſuch 
faſtidious Exceptions, to the ſuperior Fudi- 
catory of a very excellent and celebrated 


q 
| 
i | 


i Author *. 

* 

| « Many leave the Labour, of Half 
$0 their Life to their Executors and to 


Chance, becauſe they will not ſend 
them abroad unfiniſhed: and are unable 
to finiſh them, having preſcribed to 
themſelves ſuch a Degree of Exactneſs 
as human Diligence ſcarcely can attain. 
Lind, ſays Burnet, did not lay out his 
Learning with the ſame Diligence as he 


* Idler, No. 65. 1 
1 laid 
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laid it in. He was always heſitating 
and inquiring, raiſing Objections and 
removing them, and waiting for clearer 


Light and fuller Diſcovery. Baker, 


after many Years paſt in Biography, 


left his Manuſcripts to be buried in a 


Library, becauſe that was imperfect 
which could never be perfected. 


* Op theſe learned Men, let thoſe 
who aſpire to the ſame Praiſe, imitate 
the Diligence, and avoid the Scrupu- 
lofity. Let it be always remembered, 
that Life is ſhort, that Knowledge is 
endleſs, and that many Doubts deſerve 


not to be cleared. Let thoſe whom 


Nature and Study have qualified to 
teach Mankind, tell us what they have 
learned, while they are yet able to tell 
it, and truſt their Reputation _y to 
themſelves.” 


— ro ie a rea — 
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SECTION I. 


The Introduction — General View of the 
CORRUPTIONS of CHRISTIANITY— 
| The Importance of FREE INQUIRY — 
The Doctrine of INSPIRATION. 
H ®ATMATA IIOAAA, 
KAI ITOY TI KAI BPOTON ®PENAS, 
TIEF TON AAHOH AOTON, 


AEAAIAAAMENOI YEYAEZI NIOIKIAOLE 


EZ ATTATONTI MTYQOOI. 
5 P IND. 


HE Truths of Chriſtianity, 
during the Life of their great 
D1sPENSER, made but flow 


Advances in ſuperſeding the Errors and 


a: 
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in reforming the Corruptions of Man- 
kind. The SAviouR oF THE WoRLD, 
that he might finiſh his Career of Suf- 
ferings unmoleſted, and win, rather 
than controul, the Affections of the 
human Heart, diſplayed with Reſerve 
the Glories of his Wiſdom and Power, 
to an inconſiderable Number of the 
Inhabitants of a ſmall Portion of the 
Globe. But this Religion, when in- 
vigorated by the concurrent and deci- 
five Evidence of his MIRACLES, his 
DocrRINE, LIFE, DEATH and RE- 
SURRECTION, and above all, by the 
SUPERNATURAL Powrks communi- 
cated to the AposTLEs after his AScEN- 
SION, for the Vindication of his Cha- 
rater and the Eſtabliſhment of his Pre- 
tenſions, began to ſpread with acce- 
lerated Rapidity through the civilized 
Nations of the Earth. In few Years 
after the Promulgation of the Goſpel, 
the active and unwearied Zeal of it's 
Profeſſors had extended the Limits of 

. e P 4h 
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the Church into many and diſtant Re- 
gions, and had gained numerous Con- 
verts, even among the inquiſitive and 
enlightened Inhabitants of GREECE and 
ROME. Nor could the ſtubborn PRI ůOUE, 
the national MALIGNI TY, and the 
hereditary PREJuDices of the Jews, 
thoſe grand Impediments to a GENE- 
RAL Converſion of that devoted Race! 
entirely withſtand the Influence of the 
WONDERFUL ACHIEVEMENTS, the 
ſimple and commanding ELoQUENCE, 
the unconquerable FixMness, and 
the BLAMELEsSs Lives of the primi- 
tive Diſciples. Many thouſand Proſe- 
lytes *, even in the very Boſom of IR- 
RUSALEM, found themſelves unable to 
encounter or to reſiſt the Wiſdom and 
the Spirit of a few unlettered Galileans, 
and yielded up their Prejudices and 


* Sue Acts ii, 41. v. 14, xxi. 20. MTPIAAEL 
Is 9 Twy rei Huα,] | 
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Paſſions to the predominant Authority 
of TRUTH and INNOCENCE. 


Tuus was the CHRISTIAN CHURCH | 
compoſed of a great Variety of Mem- 
bers collected from every Nation under 
the Roman Power, of Characters infi- 
nitely diverſified by diſcordant Opinions, 
Cuſtoms, Paſſions, Principles and 
Educations. JuDaisING ZEALOTS, 
habituated from their Infancy to the 
gorgeous Solemnities of a ceremonial 
Worſhip, and blindly devoted to the 
traditionary Superſtitions of their Fa- 
thers: JeEwisH SECTARIES, difcri- 
minated and divided by a zealous 
Attachment to their reſpective Syſtems: 
PROSELYTES OF THE GATE, diſclaim- 
ing the Obligations of the Moſaic 
Ritual: GENTILE PHILOSOPHERS and 
WRANGLING SOPHISTS, completely 
verſed in metaphyſical Subtilties and 
every Artifice of logical Debate: GNos- 
Tic VISIONARIES, bewildered in the 


Myſteries 
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Myſteries of Mythology and allegorical 
Conceits : THESE AND OTHERS, of va- 
rious Denominations, with all their 
Singularities and Antipathies, national 
and acquired, preſſed together into the 
Community of Chriſtians, united in 
Nothing but a Name, and unanimous 
only in the Acknowledgement of oN 
GOD THE FATHER, and onNE LoRD 
JzesUs ChRISsT. What Wonder, if 
ſuch a ſudden Influx of adventitious 
Streams ſoon polluted the pure Sources 
of Chriſtianity and the Scriptures ! 


TE molt perfect Inſtitutions, either 
of divine Wiſdom, or of human Pru- 
dence, may be ſoon debaſed by the 
Interference of Perverfity or Conceit. 
Nor was THE GosPeL exempt from 
the common Fatality of terreſtrial 
Things, after it was at length conſigned 
by Providence to the Hands of a de- 
generate Race of Beings. Immediately 
B 3 75 on 
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on the Death of the Apoſtles *, and even 
before that Period, a Multiplicity of 
Hereſies, the rank Offspring of Mis- 
TAKEN PIETY, UNHOLY ZEAL, and 
IMAGINARY SCIENCE, infeſted the 
Chriſtian Church. The Faith of Jzsvs 
loſt in a ſhort Time it's Beauty and 
Conſiſtence, by an Incorporation with 
a Variety of irrational and airy Theories: 
and the pacific Wiſdom of the Goſpel 
was made to adminiſter, by a ſtrange and 
deplorable Perverſion, to Animoſity and 
the inexorable Rage of Diſputation. The 
Tares ſcattered by the watchful Enemy, 
whilſt the Huſbandmen were aſleep, ſoon 
propagated with a miſchievous Luxuri- 
ance, and retarded the Growth of the 
good Seed, which our Lord had ſown, 


* Et TTo (Acro Tophev©- uc da xa αν 
O epeviy N Exxanoia—ds de 6 CO- r Anoronuv xop@- 
Japopor enmpu Ts fis re- vm e Trg abes aba. 
em aexnv eauCavey 1 ouralig, Jia rng r erepoli0aouanuv 
 He6esiypvs apud Evses. Ec. Hiſt, L. III. C. 32. 


and 


and his Apoſtles watered, with a thick 
and chilling ſhade. The metaphyſical 
Diſquiſitions and verbal Strifes of ſcho- 
laſtic Theologians, the Accumulation 
of idle Ceremonies to captivate the 
groſs Senſations of the Vulgar, a fero- 
cious Spirit of Perſecution, and un- 
cealing Struggles for eccleſiaſtical Do- 
minion, productive of endleſs Schiſms 
and implacable Reſentment, in the 
earlieſt Ages of Chriſtianity; the Op- 
preſſions of Ignorance, and the Uſur- 
pations of Papal Deſpotiſm in the later 
Periods, together with the Subſtitution 
of bodily Auſterities, pecuniary Com- 
mutations, and numbered Prayers, for 
RATIONAL AND $0LID PIETY, for 
UNIVERSAL RIGHTEOUSNESS, and 
 PurITY oF HEART; theſe combined 
_ Cauſes operated with ſuch Malignity 
and Succeſs to the Prejudice of the 
Chriſtian Revelation, as almoſt to efface 
every Veſtige of this beſt Gift of Hea- 

1 ven 
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ven to diſconſolate Mankind*. Theſe 
enormous Effects of Vice and SuPER 
STITION, which are delineated by the 
Hand of Hiſtory as characteriſtic Fea- 
tures in the Portraiture of theſe horrid 
Times, ſuggeſt Reflections of Humi- 
liation and Regret to the pious Chri/- 
tian, and are ſufficient at once to gratify 
and confound the Speculations of the 
proud Feier 


Bur the human Mind, after this 
long Suſpenſion of her Powers, ſtarted 
from her Trance, and reaſſerted her 
native Dignity and Privileges. Men 

of an inquiſitive Temper and intrepid 


* Oigvpoioi Bporoiri, Hom, Mortalibus zgris, VIR O. 


+ Humana ants oculos foeds cum vita jaceret 
In terris oppreſſa gravi ſub Religione, 
Quæ caput a cœli regionibus oſtendebat 
Horribili ſuper aſpectu mortalibus inſtans, 
Primùm Graius Homo mortalis tollere contri 
Eft oculos auſus, N obſiſtere contra, &c, 
| Lucker. I. 63. 


Spirit, 


INSPIRATION. 9 
Spirit, ventured to look in the Face of 
the Phantom SUPERSTITION, who over- 
awed the deluded World with her for- 
midable Aſpect; and had Sagacity 
enough to deſcry ſome genuine Features 
of Chriſtianity through the Maſk which 
Ignorance and Prieſtcraft had impoſed 
on them. A flight Attention to the 
Tenour of the sacRED VOLUME im- 
mediately detected the Inſignificancy of 
' EXTERNAL FoRMs, when put in Com- 
petition with MENTAL PIETY ; and 
the Inconſiſtency of sPIRITUAL Do- 
MINION with the EuAL “ DIS PEN- 
SATION of a MEEK AND LOWLY JESUS, 
Maturer Information, and a happy Con- 
currence of incidental Motives, led the 
Way to a total Renunciation of Popiſh 
Tyranny 1n ſeveral Countries of Europe, 
and contributed to reinſtate the Edifice 
of the Church, ſo much disfigured, by 
meretricious Ornaments, and tottering 


* Matt, xiii. 8—11, Gal. iii. 28, 
with 
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with an unwieldy Superſtructure of baſe 


Materials, of Wood, Hay and Stubble, 
on her ancient Pillars, LIBERTY and 


REASON. 


Maxx of theſe burning and ſhining 
Lights, theſe BEnNtracToRs of the 
human Race, have ariſen in various 
Countries on the Continent ; but our 
Iſland has been eminently diſtinguiſhed 
for a numerous Succeſſion of illuſtrious 
Characters, who have employed their 
Talents in illuſtrating the Chriſtian 
Scheme, and vindicating the unalien- 


able Rights of Man. Without an un- 
reſtrained Indulgence of THE0L0G1CAL 


Inquiry AND Discussion, what 


were Fal TH, but PAssIvE CREDU- 


LITY ; and RELIGIOUS PERSUASION, 
but a BLIND: ACCIDENTAL PREPOSSES- 
SION, no Principle of RATIONAL Con- 
viction, no Deduction of INTELLEC- 
TUAL Exertion, no MORAL HABIT ; 
but a mere MECHANICAL RESULT of 

| an 
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an early Biaſs and a ſyſtematical Edu- 
cation? The Records of REvELATION, 
which have been tranſmitted with 
pious Care through many Generations, 
as a Directory for the Sons of God 
through a dark and dreary Wilderneſs 
to the joyful Land of their Inheritance, 
which are ſubmitted to us, as to Men of 
Senſe*, for our Examination, would 
become as infignificant as a Book ſealed 
up, and a fatal Inſtrument in the Hands 
of Prieſts and Politicians to enſlave and 
debaſe the Mind. It is our IN TEREST, 
it is our Dor xv, to guard the Rights 


* a @povizots 1 Cor. x. 15. So it is juſtly rendered 
by Dr. Bell in his vexy EXCELLENT and Decig1VE 
TREATISE ON the Lord's Supper; a Treatiſe, which has 
been condemned and oppoſed by Ax Nr - Ve- 
recundiam but— 2 
3 KOPAKEZE ag, 

Aravra vapus roy, | 
Al- 5 n @EION. 
| PIN D. Ol. II. 156, 


See Dr. Bigot's Letter to Dr. Bell. 


of 
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of Religion and Humanity with a ſuſ- 
picious Care, and to employ the Advan- 
tages which they afford us, with Zeal 
and Diligence. We will examine the 
Volume of THE Word oF Gop with 
an HUMBLE CONFIDENCE, as ſubject to 
HIM, and not to Man; and in pur- 
ſuing our Reſearches through the va- 
rious Shades of Probability to the Light 
of. Certainty, we will pronounce with 
Heſitation, or decide with Firmneſs: 
| and if we be ſo ſucceſsful as to diſcover 
1 TRUTH, will have the Hox ESTV to 
1 acknowledge, and the Couracs to pro- 


fe it. 


17 i | EF 


1 | Non let us be deterred from the In- 
1 veſtigation of any ARTICLE of our 
!t > Religion, or any propoſed ScueMe or 
FaiTHn, by frivolous Pretences of Pre- 
ſumption and Conceit, ſo ſcrupulouſly : 
urged by ſome, who (it may be) from 
" a lincere une, and a profound Ve- 

„ 79 neration 
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neration for the Word of God, are 
unintentionally THE MOST DANGEROUS 
ENEMIES ' oF CHRISTIAN LIBERTY. 


Such timid Allegations carry with them 


an Appearance of Difingenuity, and 
are calculated to promote an unreflect- 
ing Acquieſcence in authoriſed Modes 
of Faith, only becauſe they have re- 
ceived the Sanction of national Appro- 
bation, and to diſcountenance the Ex- 

erciſe 


* SEx particularly Vol. III. of Bis nor Hunp's 
- Sermons at Lincoln's Inn, eſpecially Serm. 3d. and 11th. 


Inſtead of having Recourſe to the original Fountain 
of Information, the greater Part of us implicitly imbibe 
the religious Formularies of our Fathers; and becauſe 


ſome wrangling caballiſtic Theologians, fifteen or ſixteen + 


Centuries ago, picked out of the Scriptures, totidem 
literis, I know not what inexplicable Doctrines, 
and dignified them with the Name of aweuL and 
SACRED MYSTERIES, we mult acquieſce in the Delu- 
fion : and if a Man peradventure, inſtead of modifying 
his Faith by the crooked Standard of TRADITION and 
AuTroriTY, ſhould aſſume the Liberty of thinking 
for himſelf, and ſhould appeal from the Maſters on Earth 
to the Worp of Gop and his own Judgement, a Charge 


of PxEsUMPTION and PROFANENESS is preſently 
| echoed 


\ 
8 

| 

| 

l 

a 
| 


! 
= 
: 
? 
G 
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erciſe of FREE INQUIRY and PRIVATE 
 JopGemenT. What? Can the Appli- 
cation of our REASONING FACULTY, 
carefully improved and impartially ex- 
erted, to a ſevere Diſcuſſion of that 
REVELATION, which is the PERFEc- 
TION OF REASON, and challenges our 
ſtricteſt Scrutiny—can this, I ſay, be 
hazardous to ourſelves, or detrimental to 
our Religion? No: if CyRIsTIANITY 
be true, ſhe will derive new Honour 


echoed from every Quarter by intereſted Champions of 
the Craft : YE ought to be QUIET and do Nothing 
RASHLY—GREAT is DiAN A of the EYRHESI1G]Ns! 
[ 

Bur however exceptionable ſome of the Sermons 

above referred to, may be thought in /ome nicer Points, 
many of them are ſuperlatively excellent as moral Pieces: 
and they, as well as thoſe of the ſame LEARNED and 
SAGACIOUs PRELATE on Prophecy, are, in my Opinion, 
perfect Models of Accuracy of MeTHrop and Cou- 
POSITION, They are at the ſame Time, and in a very 
high Degree, corrECT, PERSPICUOUS, and OR NA- 
MENTAL. See Quinr. InsT. I. 4. 2. 


— 


and ; 


1646 0g 
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and accumulated Evidence of her cœleſ- 
tial Extraction from every Diſquiſition. 
Even the Cavils of the ignorant or 
conceited Unbeliever, will only ſerve 


to aggrandiſe her Triumphs, and aug- 


ment her Luſtre. Like the Sun, aſ- 


cending to his meridian Strength, sR 
will go on ſhining more and more unto 


perfect Day. 


FoRTUNATELY for the Advocates 


of Truth, every Perverſion of CHRIS“ 
' TIANITY and the ScRIPTUREs, has 
at the ſame Time offered Violence to 
the unbiafſed Suggeſtions of ComMMoN- 
SEN SE. BoDILY MActRaTlons, Vows 
of CELIBZACY, the ADORATION of 
RELICS, PILGRIMAGES, HIERARCHI- 
CHAL SUPREMACY, the INCARNATION 
of Gop, the damnable ATHANASLIAN 
Hereſy * of a TRIxITX in UniTY, 


\ 


\ 


* 


THREE 


) 
' 
7 
| 
: 
: 
: 


- 
of 
: 
: 
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THREE Gops IN ONE *; and other 
MockkRIESs of PoPisH and PROT ES“ 
TANT Superſtition, are not more 
evidently - incompatible with the uNn- 
OSTENTATIOUS WoRsH1P, the ACTIVE 
MorariTy, the FREE SPIRIT, and the 
SIMPLE DocTRINEs of the GosPer, 
than repugnant to the clear Sentiments 
of UNDEPRAVED REAsonN, TRUTH 


indeed is ever unalterable and the ſame: 


and the „fill ſmall Voice of natural Intel- 
ligence, that breathes in every Man 
who cometh into the World, ſpeaks, not 
in ſuch a loud and commanding Tone, 
but in Accents as unequivocal to the 
PURGED EAR, as the Oracles of Reve- 


* So ſays, and ſo ſays not, the Athanafian Creed: 
Tu FATHER is God, THE Son is God, and THE 


Horx Gnosr is Gop : and yer (wouldſt thou have 
thought it, Reader!) THEY are NoT THREE Goss, 


but ons Gop. 
OYAI AT TOIL - 67: Aer TiN AAH- 


@EIAN ru Ow EN Ta YETAEI. 


lation. 


- 
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lation. They are both Emanations 
from the ſame- heavenly Source of 
LicuT and TrxuTH®, and have been 
alike pronounced by HIM, who cannot 


lie and will not repent, to be very good. 


Tux Subject on which we are enter- 
ing, the INSPIRATION of the $8 aCRED 
WRITERS, has, I apprehend, in com- 
mon with many other Points of Chriſ- 
tian Doctrine, been much miſunder- 
ſtood, to the great Prejudice of our 
holy Religion. It is my Deſign in the 
following Eſſay to exhibit this Doc- 
trine in what appears to me it's proper 


* Aliuſque et idem. Hon. | 
Qu1s autem ſeripſit in cordibus eorum, niſi Deus 
digito ſuo? Legem utique naturalem, quam dedit Deus 
humano generi, et in cunctorum mentibus ſeripſit: unds 
et initia ſumimus ac ſemina quædam ad perſerutandam 
capimus veritatem : quz ſemina fi bene excolamus, 
fructum vite afferent in nobis in Chriſto Jeſu Domino 
noſtro. es 
Origen in Num. Hom. X. quoted by Laab 
in his Credibility, 


C Light, | 
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Light, with all poſſible Perſpicuity and 
Conciſeneſs. If I be able to advance 
any Obſervations to the Satisfaction of 
the diſintereſted and judicious, or prove 
a Mean of engaging others of more 
Leiſure and Ability in the Elucidation 
of this important Subject, I ſhall eſteem 
myſelf to have contributed no trivial 
Service to the Cauſe of Revelation. 


Non let any Man, from a pertina- 
cious Prepoſſeſſion in Favour of eſta- 
bliſhed Opinions, or a malicious In- 
terpretation of my Motives to this Un- 
dertaking, prejudge me of a Deſign only 
to depreciate the ſacred Writings, and 
to inſult the Belief of others. A Pro- 
poſition is not therefore true, becauſe 
authoriſed by long Preſcription and 
general Conſent®, TnAr CnvuRcn, 

4 which 

2 VaIIr Ari NEM O PRASCRIBERE xoreuT; non 
ſpatium temporum, non PATROCINIA PERSONARUM, 
non PRIVELEGIUM REGIONUM, Douixus NOSTER 

| CHRISTUS 
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which was the INFALLIBLE STAN D- 
ARD of ORTHoDoxy for many Gene- 
rations, is now proſcribed as HERETI- 
CAL and AN TI CHRISTIAN, by THOSE 
CHURCHES that ſtill retain ſome of her 
moſt PESTILENTIAL ERRORs, and are 
themſelves haſtening to Deſolation“. 
Let us not be influenced or intimi- 
dated by the Fallacy of Souxps and 
Namts. Let us not prefer the Forms 
of Usace and TRADITION to the 
Dictates of RIGHT REASON and the 
Wokp of Gop. My Veneration for 
CHRISTIANITY and the SCRIPTURES 
is bound about my Heart. But whilſt 


enn 05, VERITATEM , non CONSUETUDINEN, 
cognominavit. 
TzxTvULL, de Vixe. vel, ſub initio. 


* Churches fink as generally as Banks in Europe, and 
for the ſame Reaſon. That Religion and Trade, 
which at fir were OPEN and FREE, have been reduced 
into the MANACEMENT of CoMPaNIEs, and the 
Rocuery of Dix Tons. | Rs | 
| Por E to Swirr, Let. III. 


C 2 I profeſs 
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I profeſs myſelf a Chriſtian *, I remem- 
ber that I am alſo a Man. I embrace 
the Chriſtian Revelation with a cor- 


„ Bur, my Lord, although I find myſelf under 
an Obligation to relinquiſh my preſent Station in the 
Church of England, I do not renounce the Profeſſion of 
a Chriſtian,” | 
Du. Your 8 Letter 1 to the Biſhop of Norwich. 

goon after Bs Publication of that Later, during 
ſome Converſation upon the Author and Subject of it 
in a private Company at CauBRIDOE, I heard a young 
Man of King's, a ſenſible Perſon and a very good 
Scholar, obſerve, in alluſion to the Paſſage above, that 
he could not eſteem IE RHU a Cnkisriax, and foould be 
| IE know H1s Definition of one. 7 


As 5 . may poſſibly be as 1 at a Lok 
as this Gentleman, for the Meaning of the Term 
Chriſtian, it may be proper to ſatisfy their Doubts on 
this Head, from indiſputable Authority, and convince 
them, that Trinitarions have no excluſive Title to that 
GLORIOUs DENOMINATIO . 


Ir thou ſpalt conyess with thy Mouth the Loxp 
Jas us, and ſhalt BELIEVE in thy Heart that Gop hath 
raiſed ni from the Dead, THOU SHALT BE SAVED 
(i. e. thou ſhalt be a CHRISTIAN.) 

FT IO A RT] g Paul, Rom. x. 9. 


dial 
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dial Belief, as authenticated by an Ag- 
gregation of direct and circumſtantial 
Evidence, ſufficient to induce a rational 
Conviction; as inviting my Aſſent by 
the moſt preſſing Motives; as enjoin- 
ing my Obedience by the moſt awful 
Sanctions, and recommending itſelf to 
my Underſtanding and Affections by 
the plaineſt Indications of WisDoM 
and UTiLiTY. I accept the Scrie- 
TURES, as the Repoſitory of the mo- 
mentous Truths of t4:s Revelation; as 
the Guipe of LIFE, and the CHAR- 
TER of IMMORTALITY ; as the Crite- 
rion by which my Conduct in this pro- 
| bationary Period of my Exiſtence will 
be eſtimated* on the great Day of 
AccounT before Gop the Fudge of alli, 
and. my future Condition be irrever- 
ſibly determined to all Eternity. L” 


* John xii. 48, 49. + Heb. xii. 23. 


C2 SEC- 
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SECTION II. 


The' common Notion of IxSPIRATION. 


NULLAa res nos majoribus malis implicat, quam 
quo ad RUMOREM componimur, optima rati ea 
quæ magno aſſenſu recepta ſunt; nec ad RaT10- 
NEM, ſed ad SIMILITUDINEM vivimus. 1 
SENECA, 


HOUGH it is an eaſy Matter to 

define that Idea of Inſpiration, 
which predominates among the Gene- 
rality of thoſe who give themſelves the 
Trouble of reflecting, or at leaſt of 
deciding, upon this Subject; yet, either 
from the uninterrupted Agreement of 
Chriſtians in their Opinions of this 
Doctrine, or from other Cauſes, Authors 


= 
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of Judgement and Reputation have ſo 
ſeldom diſcuſſed this delicate Point, or 
have adverted to it with ſuch Circum- 
ſpection and Reſerve, as renders it ſome- 
what difficult to aſcertain heir Senti- 
ments with Preciſion. According to 
the general Perſuaſion, the Iaſpiration 
of the sAcRED WRITERS appears to 
be conceived of, as reſembling that 
controlling Energy, which actuated the 
PrRoPHETS among the Jeu in the 
carlier Periods of their Hiſtory, and 
the Abos TL Es on the Day of Pentecoſt; 
not unlike the Phrenſy of the Delphian 
Prieſteſs among the Heathen, fitting on 
her Tripod, and uttering Oracles, as it 
was ſuppoſed, under the Influence of 
the Deity : not, however, as if accom- 
panied with thoſe external Marks of 
Perturbation*, convulſed Limbs, diſ- 


* — — non vultus, non color unus, 


Non compte manſere come, 
| | VI RO. 


'C 4: __- 


| 
| 
[ 


{ 
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torted Features, and ſtaring Hair ; but 
with a mental Impreſſion equally in- 
voluntary and irreſiſtible; an Impreſ- 
ſion that ſuperintended the Pen and per- 
vaded the Conceptions of the Writer“, 
who was employed as a paſſive Vehicle 
of the divine Communications, and, if 
we may ſo ſpeak, as the Amanuenfes 
of t the HoLy SPIRIT. The Advocates 
of the Doctrine of Inſpiration in it's 
moſt qualified and ſober Acceptation, 
and in whatever Manner it's Operations 
may be conceived of, will maintain, I 
preſume, that a commanding Aſcen- 
dancy of the HoLy SpIRIT irradiates 
the Mind through all her Powers with 


| ſuch Efficacy, as precludes the Poſſi- 


bility of Error and Miſconception. 
Unleſs this Account be admitted, I do 


not underſtand what Meaning can be 
annexed to the Word, or what that 


* ev9uoiaruws euro, xa öiovel PoiCator Tu NoyBss 
. . Longin, vp Th, 


Doctrine 


| 
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Doctrine of Inſpiration is, which has 
ever been maintained in the Church. 
But to this Notion of Inſpiration, 
whether it be ſuppoſed a ſecret Impreſ- 
fion, or a Communication through the 
Medium of ſome external Sign, I can 
by no Means accede, and am now pro- | 
 ceeding to invalidate and overthrow it. 
Indeed, it is perfectly immaterial, I 
apprehend, what Mode of Explication 
be adopted, if the Perſuaſion in any 
Caſe be, what is ſtrenuouſly contended 
for by every Writer on this Subject, 
ABSOLUTE INFALLIBILITY. 


SEC- 
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8 EGT TO N . 


INSPIRATION, in this Senſe, is 
unneceſſary. 


'  OYK EKHEIPAEEIE KYPION TON ®EON vor 


. | * 


"THE little Neceſſity there is of 
1 having Recourſe to the Doctrine 
of Inſpiration thus underſtood, to au- 
thenticate the yisTORICAL WRrITINGS 
of the New TESTAMENT, will be 
demonſtrably evinced, if their Credi- 
bility appear abundantly ſecure from 
other Conſiderations. This fundamen- 
tal Rule of natural Philoſophy*, that 
| No 
* REGULA TI; 
Cauſas rerum naturalium non plures n debere, 


quam que et veræ ſunt et earum phænomenis explicandis 


JSufficiant . 


Dicunr 
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No more Cauſes of Things ought to be 
admitted, than what are both true and 
ſufficient for the Explication of their 
PHANOMENA, may be applied, I pre- 
ſume, to every poſſible Subject of Diſ- 
quiſition, and is not appropriated with 
Reaſon to Queſtions of philoſophical In- 
veltigation only. The Qualifications, 
which appear to be indiſpenſably requi- 
ſite to the Validity of any Relation of 
FacTs, are the three following, ex- 
cluſive of any other: A s0UND UNDER- 
STANDING : COMPETENT INFORMA- 
TION: and INTEGRITY of HEART. 


Taz fr/t. of theſe Qualities enables 
an Author to inſtitute a right Judge- 
ment of Tranſactions from their Con- 


Dicvnr utique Philoſophi, Natura nibil agit fruſtrà; 
et fruſtrà fit per plura quod fieri poteſt per pauciora. 
Natura enim ſimplex ef, et rerum caufis ſuperfluis non 


luxur iat . 


Newron's Princip. L. 3. Introduction. 


fiſtency 
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ſiſtency with the impartial Deductions 


of ſober Reaſon, and from their Ana- 
logy to natural Appearances and the 


| Hiſtory of the human Mind: to diſtin- 


guiſh between rational Probability and 
the Semblance of it ; to weigh and ap- 
preciate the Degrees and Diverſities of 
Evidence with a ſuitable Exactneſs: 
to ſelect, digeſt, and arrange the Ma- 
terials of Hiſtory with Diſcernment, 
and exhibit them with Perſpicuity. 
Without this prefiding Power, an 
Author might be ingenuous indeed and 
well informed, but his Relation would 
be a Maſs of Crudity and Confuſion, 
a frivolous and inefficient Detail of 
imaginary or unintereſting Events. 


Tae ſecond of theſe Qualities is 
eflential to the very Exiſtence of 
H1sToRy, as diſtinguiſhed from Fa- 


BI, the unſubſtantial Offspring of 
Fancy or Credulity. + 


Nox 


Non is the third leſs neceſſary or 
important than the r²¹ : precedrng. 
KNOWLEDGE, if it conceal, falſify, or 
miſrepreſent, is worſe than Ignorance 
and Delufion : and INTEGRITY © of 
UNDERSTANDING, uninfluenced by 
the Principles of VIx TUR, is only cal- 
culated to ſanctify and facilitate the 
pernicious Practices of ARTIFICE and 
IMPOSTURE. © - 

I AM at a Loſs to conceive what 
additional Qualifications can be deemed 
requiſite to eſtabliſh the Authenti- 
city of any 4:/torical Narration, beſides 
thoſe here enumerated; STRENGTH of 
JuDGEMENT, ADEQUATE InFoRMA- 
TION, and UNBIASSED AFFECTIONS : 
requiſite, I mean, independent of an 
entire and unadulterated Tranſmiſſion to 
Poſterity, which is a Conſideration that 
equally affects every Hiſtory and Com- 
poſition, facred or profane, and is 

Is. 
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foreign to the apes under Con- 
e 7255 7h 


Wn] us now oo delt Poſitions 
to the Writings of the four. EVANGELI- 
CAL onen 


F 7 


EY whole Conduct and Texture of 
their ſeveral Narrations indicate moſt 
unqueſtionably a competent Portion of 
Judgement and good Senſe in the re- 
ſpective Authors. The GospETs carry 
with them ſuch an Air of Veracityx, 
and are written with 92 unpretend- 


Luer me be ks to ia from the Goſpels 
an Inftence of that beautiful Simplicity with which 
TRUTH ſometimes UNINTENTIONALLY vindicates 


| herſelf. 


. "a 3 Simon Peter following bim, and awent 
into the Sepulchre, and ſeeth the linen Clothes lie, and 
the Naphin that was about his Head, not lying with the 
linen Clothes, but WRAPPBD TOGETHER IN A PLACE 
BY ITSELF, John xx. 6, 7. 1 


Is this like the Hurry and TrEyPIiDaTION of Men, | 
STEALING AWAY THE Bopy BY Nicur ? 


pa ing 
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: ing Simplicity and Candour, with ſuch 
unaffected Gracefulneſs, ſuch a perfect 


Propriety of Stile and Manner, the ge- 


nuine Reſult of Truth and Nature, and 
which Artifice cannot reach; with ſuch 
manifeſt Indications of Benevolence and 
diſintereſted Purpoſe; ſuch an inge- 


nuous and full Expoſure. of the Inap- 


prehenſion and Abſurdities of the prin- 
cipal Pillars of the Cauſe, and even of 
the Hiſtorians themſelves, without the 
leaſt Attempt to extenuate or excuſe; 
ſuch an uniform Abſtinence from all 
Encomium on themſelves or the Hero 
of their Story, as entitle the Compoſers 
of them to a diſtinguiſhed Pre- eminence, 
in Point of SINCERITY, above ALI. 
OTHER HISTORIANS, and give their 
Relations in ſome Reſpects a cHARAc- 
TERISTICAL DISCRIMINATION. 


Nor were the Evangeliſts defective 
in the Article of Information. Tao of 
them at leaſt were EyE-wiTNESSES 


of 


7 
7 
1 
f 
: 
1. 
| 
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of thoſe Tranſactions which they have 
undertaken to record, and received the 
Doctrines and Duties of Chriſtianity 
as they fell from the Lips of their 
HEAVENLY PRECEPTOR. It was their 
ſimple Purpoſe to exhibit in a plain 
and undiſguiſed Narrative, what* they 
had heard, what they had ſeen with their 
Eyes, what their Hands bad handled, 
concerning the W ords of eternal Lifet. 


Mark, if we may believe the con- 
current Teſtimony of ancient eccle- 
ſiaſtical Writers, compoſed his Goſpel 
at the Inſtigation, or under the Direc- 
tion of ST. PETER. And this Teſti- 

mony is greatly corroborated by the 


1 John i. 1. + T% Seng. THE Life, 


t Qui ea conſpicati ſunt fieri, et ſub oculis ſuis 
viderunt agi, teſtes optimi RTISSIM IE auctores, 
et crediderunt hzc ipfi, et credenda poſteris nobis navy 
EXILIBUS CUM APPROBATIONIBUS tradiderunt. 


Arnob, ady. Gent, P- 32. Ed. Lug. Bat. 


internal 
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internal Evidence of this Goſpel itſelf, 
which is impreſſed with clear Characters 
of the Interference of that Apoſtle, 
amounting to a preſumptive Proof that 
be was in ſome Way connected with 
the Compoſer of it. But if we had 
not that Teſtimony and this Corrobo- 
ration, we know that this Evangeliſt 
was ſo conſtant a Companion of thoſe 
Apoſtles, who enjoyed ſufficient Means 
of Information, that his Authority for 
the Facts related by him muſt appear 
extremely credible. 


Wx cannot certainly affirm that, with 
Reſpect to the Means of Information, 
Lokk had the ſame Opportunities with 
Marx, though ſuch a Suppoſition 
would be highly probable. He was 
indeed the ATTENDANT and the 


Friend of Paur, who, however, does 


not appear to have known our Loxp 
during his Miniſtry on Earth, and may 
not have been favoured with a circum- 
tial Knowledge of his Life in the Fleſh 
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by Revelation, unleſs as far as the 
Concerns of his Miſſion might require 
it. But the Judgement and Integrity 
of this Evangeliſt ſeem unimpeachable: 
and if we ſhall not be juſtified in al- 
lowing him an equal Competency of 
Information with the ocular Witneſſes, 
MaTTartw and JohN, or even with 
Mak; yet there are ſuch Signs of 
Diticence and CIRCUMSPECTION 
imprinted on the Face of his Narrative, 
ſuch an uniFoRM ATTENTION To 
"THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THOSE FOR 
WHOM HE WROTE, as ſhew an exact 
and extenſive Information, aſſiſted by 
a PROFOUND DISCERNMENT, and al- 
moſt compenſate his unavoidable Infe- 
riority to the reſt. > 


Ir then it be thus evident, that the 
 Goſpel-Hiſtorians were poſſeſſed of 
| thoſe Qualifications which are oF 
THEMSELVES SUFFICIENT TO Au- 
THENTICATE THEIR NARRATIVES, 
and to command the Aſſent of | all 


REASON= 
gs 
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REASONABLE MEN, who, in hiſto- 
rical Relations, can ſet TRUTH and 
SIMPLICITY. before the Oſtentation 
of rhetorical and elaborate Compoſi- 
tion; why ſhould we ſuperinduce an 
unneceſſary Succedaneum 9 Why ſhould 
we adopt, and maintain with as much 
Solicitude as if the Credibility of the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation and the very 
Exiſtence of Religion depended on it, 
the irrational and gratuitous Hypotheſis 
of a miraculous Guidance and Co- 
operation®, 0 tempt the Lord our 


Gd 
WNec Deus interſit, niſi dignus vindice nodus 
en HoR. 


＋ Ir we were to examine the Productions of the four 
great Hiſtorians of Antiquity by the Teſt of the pre- 
ceding Rules, the unpis6Uu15zD S1MPLICITY of the 
EvanGEL1sTs would appear to the beſt Advantage 
in Contraſt with the Crxzputity of HeropoTus, 
the ELABORATE and ARTIFICIAL Pour of Tuv- 
CYDIDES, the CYNICAL DIsINGENUITY of SAL- 
LUST, and the NATIONAL ATTACHMENT of Livy: 
to mention no other Peculiarities of theſe celebrated 
Writers, which deduct more or leſs from the Credibility 


of Hiſtory, 
D 2 8E. 
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SECTION iv. 


It is intxpedient and improbable. 


Ne mm MAXIMIS QUIDEM REBUS quidquam ad- 
hu inveni firmius quod tenerem, aut quo judicium 
meum dirigerem, quam id, quodcunque mihi QUAM 
' SIMILLIMUM VERI videretur, cum ipſum illud vs- | 
RUM IN OCCULTO LATERET. 

. N | Cic. 


HE 16NnoBLE CoNnDITION, and 
the UNLETTERED SIMPLICITY 
of the firſt Publiſhers of the Goſpel, 


| were Peculiarities extremely favourable 


to a Reception of it in the World, as a 
Diſpenſation of Divine ORIGINAL. 
Whence have theſe Men this Wiſdom and 
theſe mighty Works ?* was an obvious 
Difficulty, and would not fail to ſtrike | 

* Matt. xiii, 54. 


the 
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the moſt incurious Obſerver. The co- 
operating Hand of Gop was the more 
conſpicuouſly diſplayed in Proportion 
to the Inadequacy of the Means em- 
ployed in the Diſſemination and Eſtab- 
liſhment of Chriſtianity : and the 
WorD of TRUTH was proclaimed with 
double Efficacy from the Lips of igno- 
rant and unpoliſhed. Galileans. If a 
Company of profound Philoſophers had 
been the commiſſioned Diſpenſers of 
this Revelation to the human Race, 
the Scepticiſm of future Ages might 
have imputed the Rapidity of it's Pro- 
greſs, not ſo much to thoſe Atteſtations 
of ſupernatural Interpoſition by which 
it was accompanied, as to the Dexterity 
and Addreſs of deſigning Men“. This 
Argument 


» Ort1cen has a fimilar Obſervation with ReſpeR 
to the Sryle of the New Teſtament, and as it illuſtrates 


and confirms ſeveral Poſitions of this Eſſay, I ſhall pro- 
duce it. | 


D3 T7 Leas 
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Argument is infiſted on with great 
Propriety by the intelligent Apo TIE: 
We have this Treaſure in earthen Veſ* 
fels, that the ExcELLENCY or THE 
PowER may be or Gop and not of us*: 
and the Chriſtian Religion has received 
eſſential Service from the Illuſtration 
of this Poſition by à Variety of able 
Advocates. Such a Mode of Procedure 
was alſo, I conceive, very different 
from what HuMan PRUDENCE would, 
in all Probability, have choſen to adopt: 
-and this Confideration ſhould diſpoſe us 
to embrace any Sentiments that are 
rational and well- ſupported, however 
inconſiſtent with our own Opinions of 


Ious yep, ſays he, el xaxn@r nai mepiConn Qpartus, 
+ bg ra Tag EM Javualouia, exe N ypapn, vmevon- 
o av rig 8 THN AAHOEIAN 'xenpatnxevas r ad- 
, ag TV ,p νEJb a¹,ννννινue A 10 THE 
PATENT KAAAOZE xa Yay EVAL Ty ap οEEiunlg, 

| 1a 2 auruß DEU E. 
| TT Philoc. p. 25. Ed. Cant. 


* a IV. 7. 1 Cor. i 1. 27. K 


W. dom 
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Wiſdom and Propriety, and however 
contrary to our previous Conceptions. 


Wuarrvxx Force and Beauty ſuch 
Obſervations carry with them in Re- 
ference to the primitive Diſciples; as 
Preachers of the Word, they preſerve 
when applied to the ſame Perſons in 
the Capacity of Mriters. Would not 
a perfect Conf/tency of Relation, and 
an exact Pertinency of every Part, the 
unavoidable Conſequences of a plenary 
Inſpiration, have worne a very ſuſpicious. 
Aſpect? Is it at all congruous: to ſup- 
poſe, that they, who were FRAIL® and 
CONTENTIOUSP, IRASCIBLET and IR- 
RESOLUTE,|| as Men, ſhould be p1- 
VESTED of IMPERFECTION and FALLI- 
BILITY, as Authors?” Would it be ex- 
pedient, and for the Honour of Religion, 
that the Scheme and Doctrines of Chriſ- 


Matt. xxvi. 74. Acts xv. 39- 
1 Ads xxiii. 3. a 5 ll Gal. ii. 12 
D4 tianity _ 
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tianity ſhould be delivered through a 
Medium which precludes all Examina- 
tion into the Validity and Reaſonable- 
neſs of their Pretenſions? I vill but 
juſt mention here the Inexpediency of 
ſuch a Meaſure, from the Scope it 
would evidently have given to the In- 
finuations of the malicious and profane, 
reſpecting the Colluſton of the evangeli- 
cal Hiſtorians, as this Objection will 
be further inſiſted on in it's Place be- 


5 Bxrs1DEs, as far as I can diſcern, the 
x Argument for univerſal and plenary In- 
| ſpiration would plead alſo with equal 
Cogency for Propriety and Purity of 
Style; for Perfection in the Manner, 
as well as in the Matter, of the Goſpel- 
Hiſtories. If it had been neceſ/ary for 
the Evangeliſts to be infallible, and 
for us to think them ſo, ſuperior Ele- 
gance of Compoſition and the Graces 
| of poliſhed Language would have been 
| no 
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no unimportant Diſcrimination of their 
Writings from the Works of ordinary 
and uninſpired Men. Surely THE SPIRIT 
or Gop is not ineloquent, of a flow 
Mouth and of a flow Tongue.*— And 
ſuch a conſpicuous Diſtinction might 


have ſecured: the Scriptures from the 


diſparaging Animadverſions of faſtidious 
and learned Critics, and would, no 
Doubt, have eſtabliſhed their Claim to 
a heavenly Illumination beyond the 
Poſſibility of Diſpute, by exhibiting, 
on the moſt ſuperficial Inſpection, an 
irreſiſtible Inducement to our Accep- 
tance and Veneration. + 


LzT not any Friend of Revelation 


conceive of this Mode of reaſoning, as 


arbitrary and unſubſtantial. Let the 
moſt unanimated taſteleſs REader com- 
pare the loftieſt paſſages in the Page of 
the GosPEL- HISTORY with the elo- 


_ ® Exod. iv. 10. | 
quent, 
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quent, the ſublime; the impaſſioned 
Strains of ancient PRoPHECY. He will 
ſoon acknowledge an immenſe Diſparity 
between the Thoughts and ae 
of n ang of his' DEAT Ones. © | 


» + : W > 6 * A 1 i 


Np" 1 dhe Ends of: an es 
Iyfdiration have been effectually aſcer- 
tained, unleſs the ſame Superintendance, 
Which e the Memoirs of the 

1 Kaff 04 Nager 


1 7 
* 4 


- * I can point . 3 a ſhort Paſſage, in 5 
: Goſpel which has the feweſt Pretenſions to [uſpiration, 
to which I have never found an Equal for StMPLICITY, 
Pathos, and for that Figure which Rhetoricians call a 
Viſion. 7355 


A. all the Puple who came together. to that Sight, 
BEHOLDING THE THinGs .THAT WERE. DONE, 
SMOTE | THEIR | BREASTS), AND RETURNED. Luke 


xxiii. 48. A 


Tui Conſternation and os you mw were 
too great for Utterance! EET 


* 


* hy. - 


Axp to ere the Reader, and to compenſate in 
ſome Degree the Dryneſs of this Eſay, I will ſubjoin 
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Goſpel from the Antienon- of Error 
when they were Fr compoſed, had 
watched over the innumerable” Tran- 
 fſeripts of them i in Aﬀter-ages with equal 
Circumſpection. What  dcrimonious 
Contentions have haraſſed the Chriſtian 
World, what a Moultiplicity of diſ- 
cordant Opinions have originated, from 
the IGNORAN CE, INADVERTENCY, or 


MTSsGUDED | ZEAL of Copyifts | and 


Tranſlators 1 PR, might for 


two fimilar Inſtances of the Sublime, from the two moſt 
admired Poets of Antiquity, only inferior to that al- 
ready produced; and he may conſult Longin. Sect. IX. 


ſub initio, Ed. Pearce, for two more of the lame Na- 
Ripa perhaps as fine. e e 


Ng e oh de DENY kth n RY 

OTT, MAKPA BIBNEA, war” aopodeney _—_— 

T'uboowyn 5 0-06 dor em apideuæ ros EVAL, F 
| "How, oa. XI. 537. 

— — — — u ain magnam 

Partem opere in tanto, s1NERET DOLOR, Icare, haberef, 

Bis cov ATrTus ERAT caſus e cnn 

Bis PATRIX CECIDERE MANus. 


VI ROC. En. VI. 30. 


Once 


— 2 — 


5 
| 
| 


0 — as, * hs. cc toe ee. 
. — — — 


— — — —— 


— Go TAN TEES 3 


, a, Ae St ed ade ee te, 


once have violated the fundamental 
Law of her Economy in, the Aſſertion 
of this favourite and eſſential Point. 
SHE, might have perpetuated, in this 
Angle Inſtance*, her miraculous Exer- 
tions. - beyond, the Period limited to 


* * yo T Jay ep racas rag dupa Enz THE 
EYNTEAEIAL TOY AIQNOF. 1 3 KEVIN. 20. 


. Been ego lem PIR 8 AD CONSUMMATIO- 
NEM SECULI. Novatus, er by Lardner i in his Credib. 


A THE 8 OF THE AGE. AText, | 
which determines à priori that much agitated Queſtion 
about the Point of Time to be aſſigned for the C2/ation 
of Miracles in the Church. This is not the Place to ſhew 
that the Expreſſion is merely Jewisn, and ſuſceptible 
of no other than the limited Meaning which/I have af- 
fixed to it. Suffice it to obſerve, that as the material 
' World, when called into Exiſtence by an extraordinary 
Ad of divine Power, Was CONSIGNED TO THE 
REGULAR OPERATION OF GENERAL Laws; 
| AnaLocy might lead us to expect, that the World to 
come (1 ouuνμju 1 . Heb. ii. 5.) the new, Cre- 
ation (2 Cor. v. 17.) after it had been ſufficiently au- 
Tthenticated by a Series of Miracles, would be left to re- 
commend itſelf by its own PROPER EvipDences, and to 
ſpread by ThE NATURAL Mans and METHODS or 
PROPAGATION, 5 


- 


their 
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their Diſplay, the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation in the Apoſtolic 
Age, and the Annihilation of the eib 
Polity in the Deſtruction of JIERu- 
SALEM. 5 


Av it appears to me at leaſt not 
improbable, that if the HoLy SeiriT 
imparted to the Evangeliſts an equal 
Portion of Intelligence, (which is a 
reaſonable Suppoſition) their Language 
and Manner of Com poſition would have 
borne ſome Reſemblance. But to this 
it will be readily replied, zhey were left 
to their own particular Fudgement and 


Ideas in this Matter. True.—And have 


we not Reaſon to conclude from ex- 
amining and comparing their Hiſtories, 
that they were altogether permitted to 
write ſeverally ſuch an Account as they 
conceived to be moſt proper and uſeful 
upon the whole ? | 


FoR 


—ꝛů—ů— to ꝛꝛ ARIES 
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Fon what Purpoſe too can we imagine 
that our Lord ſelected twelve Apoſtles, 
as PERPETUAL ATTENDANTS. on his 
Perſon, but, in particular, to furniſh 


them with an Opportunity of Ac- 
_QUAINTING THEMSELVES With the 


Nature of his Office, the Tenour of 


his Diſpenſation, and the Tranſactions 


of his Life, in Order to render them 
COMPETENT WITNESSES of theſe im- 
portant Truths to every Generation? 
We ſhould have poſſeſſed a more un- 
equivocal Sign of Inſpiration, if God 
had appointed to record the Life of 
JesuUs, a Set of Men who had. zever 
known HIM, or his Diſeiples, and had 
enjoyed no human Means of Informa- 


tion. 
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1t is diſclaimed by the SACRED WxITERS 
themſelves. | | | 


— 


ANAPEZ, TI TATTA TOIEITE; KAI HMEIL 


OMOIOIIAQEIE EXEMEN YMIN AN@PQIIOT. 
Acts xiv. 15. 


UT now we will turn to the ſacred 

Hiſtorians themſelves, and ſee whe- 
ther they give any Account of this 
Subject, who certainly muſt be allowed 
to have known the State of their own 
Minds, and the Species of their own 
Endowments, better than we. 


LuKE, in the introductory Verſes 
of his Goſpel*, profeſſes to compile a 


* Luke i. 1—5. 
| Narrative 


pe . 
—_— —— OOO ́——— ů — — 2 — ů y 


Ee — — — 
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Narrative of thoſe Things, which were 


confidently believed among Chriſtians *, 


(meaning thereby the Life and Doc- 


trines of In sus CuRIST N) in Imitation 
of ſome other Writers, not mentioned 
by Name, who had derived heir In- 
formation from Eye-witneſſes and Mi- 
nifters of the Word. It were sup RR- 
FLUOUS and ABSURD to recommend his 
Hiſtory from the Authenticity of his 
Intelligence, had he been indebted for 
his Materials to a different and ſuper- 
natural Mean of Knowledge. He does 
not ſay that he relied on the Gir r of 
INSPIRATION for his Acquaintance 
with the Subject he had undertaken to 
diſplay; but on AN ACCURATE Ix- 
VESTIGATION OF PARTICULARS down 
from the Origin of Chriſtianity. His 
Expreſſions are in Effet a posiTIvE 


? 


oe Confidently believed, or ann cone to paſs : 


TAnpoPopeu ſeems capable of either Senſe, 
+ Acts i. 1. | 
| and 
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and LITERAL DISAVoWAL of all er- 
traordinary Aﬀiſtances, and appear to 
me decrfive in the preſent Queſtion. Tt 
is IMPOSSIBLE to imagine that he would 
forbear to advertiſe his Readers of the 
divine Energy which enlightened his 
Mind, if he had felt ſuch an Illumi- 
nation: that were the Height of Ix- 
GRATITUDE to the Father of Lights, 
the Giver of every good and perfect Gift : 
—1t were FoLLY in the Extreme, not 
to draw a Recommendation of his Hiſ- 
tory from fo ſtriking a Diſtinction: 
and it is equally inconceivable that he 
could be unconſcious of the Efficacy of 
ſuch a new and e ee | 


Bur the Evangeliſts ſpeak 15 little 
in their own Perſons as Hiſtorians, and 
ſo very ſeldom concerning themſelves, 
that I muſt confeſs myſelf unable to 
produce any Paſſages from MATTHEW. 
and Marx, that are applicable to the 
preſent Inquiry. I preſume, however, 

= E =_ 
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that the moſt zealous Patrons of the 
Doctrine of Inſpiration will not contend 
for any Diſtinction between the ſacred 
Writers, but will eaſily allow an entire 
Equality in this Reſpect; ſo that, if the 
preceding Inferences be juſt, we need 
no additional Corroboration of them. 


VE x it may be uſeful to remark, that 
Joun ſpeaks of what he had teſtified 
of JIxsus and his Achievements“, as of 
Things which were tranſacted in the 
Preſence of the Diſciples; as OBIEOCTS 
therefore of ocuLar Ix SPEC TION, not 
of INTUITIVE DISCERNMENT. And 
when he gives his Atteſtation to a 
very Aingular Fact with uncommon Ear- 
neſtneſs and AſfeverationF, he inſiſts 
upon the Veracity of his Teſtimony to 
it, becauſe it was a Circumſtance which 

had fallen under his own immediate Ob- 
ſervation, And at the Concluſion of 
his Goſpelj, where the ſame empha- 


» John xx, 30. + xix, 35, f xx. „ 
tical 
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tical Aſſertion, Ve know that his Teſti- 
mony is true, again occurs, we are led 
to conclude, by comparing it with the 
paralle] Paſſage alledged above, that 
his Knowledge of the Events recorded 
in the foregoing Hiſtory was experi- 
mental, the ſole Reſult of what he had 
SEEN and HEARD, not wnpremeditated 
Suggeſtions of the INSPIRING SPIRIT 
of Gon, whoſe Co-operation he does 
not claim or infinuate i in any Part of his 
Hiſtory. : | | 1 8 


Ir will now be proper to advert to 
ſome Paſſages in the Goſpels, which 
wear an Aſpe&t unfriendly to - theſe 
Concluſions. I muſt beg Leave, how- 
ever, to premiſe, that if the preceding 
Deductions be legitimate, thoſe T exts 
of Scripture, which have been gene- 
rally underſtood to eſtabliſh the Doc- 
trine of a permanent and plenary Inſpi- 
ration, MUST neceſſarily be ERRONE=- 


ovsLY INTERPRETED. „ 
E 2 THE 
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Tux firſt pertinent Paſſage occurs in 
our Lok D's Commiſſion to the twelve 
NO” 2 


ae ve e de Seng bet before Ge- 
vernors and Kings on my Account, for a 
Teſtimony to them and the Gentiles, 


Bur when ch deliver you up, be not 
anxious how or what to ſpeak : for it 15 
not ye who ſpeak, but the SpIRIT of 
your F. ATHER which Jpeaketh i in Dou. He 


Ox which, and the ſimilar Paſſages, 
1 obſerve, a 


1. Tnar this PLENTIFUL SUPPLY 
of divine Afſtance was to be vouchſafed 
to the Apoſtles at a Juncture peculiarly 
critical and preſſing; when their Fi- 
delity and Reſolution would be put to 
the ſevereſt Trial: when they were 
| called upon to Pe for | their rg | 


” Matt, x. 18, &c, parallel to it LA) xii. 13. 


xxi. 16. | 
| duct 
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duct and the Profeſſion of their Faith 
at the Tribunal of INsIDIous and 
BLOOD-THIRSTY MEN, ready to Au- 
TICIPATE their Guilt, and determined 
to paſs the Sentence of Condemnation 
upon the ſlighteſt Evidence, or even 
upon the ſimple Ac KNOWLEDGE“ 
MENT of the CHRISTIAN NAME®: 
when any Inadvertency on their Parts 
and an Inability to defend their Cauſe, 
would diſparage the Religion which 
they profeſſed, and become a capital 

E Impediment 


* Ep nw TO CIOS, NY EAETXON, àau- 
G 


JusT. Maxr. Ap. I. 3. Ed. Aſhton, 


Hwy dE TN ONOMATI ere x d eo de · OT yap 
TA ONOMATA MIZOTE AZL „ AAAA TO 
AAIKHMA dueng ut riH¹%üöJg . 

ATHENAG. 8 P. 5, Ed. Ox. 


Nec MEDIOCRITER HA@ASITAVI, an — NOMEN 
IPSUM, ETIAMSI FLAGITIIS CAREAT, an te es 
cohzrentia nomini PUNIANTUR, 

Plix. ad 8 


FF 3 
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Impediment to it's Propagation : at a 
Juncture, that would occaſion a moſt 
painful Conflict between their Love of 
Life and all the Endearments of it, and 
f their Apprehenſions of the dreadful 
Alternative of Apoſtacy, the conſequent 
Diſavowal of them by their Mas TER 
and their Ju p GE on the soLEMN Day 
of his APPEARING. 


2. Brecavse ſuch a ſignal Inter- 
poſition was only promiſed on this 
Emergency, we are hereby furniſhed 
with a ſtrong Preſumption againſt it's 


SI deferantur et ARGUANTUR, (i. d Chriftiani) 
PUNIENDI ſunt, 
Tr aj. ad PLIx. Ep. X. 97 and g8, 


Tais ſtrange Method of proceeding almoſt tempts 
one to cry out with the enraged Churl in the has 


— — AA Ut vos cum veſtràa 
Monſtratione Macnus PERDAT JUPITER. 


JuvenaAL might have taught the eguizab/e Pliny and 
his humane Maſter a better Leſſon, See ſome noble 
Lines, Sat. VIII. 79—85, | 


Perpetuity 
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Perpetuity and invariable Influence” on 
their Minds. 


IT is, e hi ghly 3 
to infer from this Paſſage a Continuance 
of the Gift of Inſpiration through every 


Circumſtance of Life, and particularly 


for the Purpoſe of writing a Detail of 


) 


Occurrences which they had sEEN and 


HEARD, an Occaſion of no great Ur- 
gency, nor requiring ſuch a Fare" In- 
* 


Tux only remaining Paſſage which 4 


I. think- it needful to conſider, is the 
following: „ 


But * 1 HE, THE SPIRIT OF THE 


TRUur Hf, 7s come, HE will guide you 
into all THE TRU TH. 


John xvi. 13. 
+ rug aner ande; i. e. evangelical TRUTH. 


E141 Tie 
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THis is Part of our Saviouk's laſt 
Addreſs to his Diſciples, and was de- 
ſigned to conſole them under their Sor- 


row at his Departure. It is an In- 


ference from the preceding Verſe, which 
will conduct us to a true Interpretation. 


TI have yet many 7 hings to ſay unta 
you, but ye cannot bear them now. 


But when HE, THE SPIRIT OF THE 
TRUTH, i come, HE will guide you into 
all THE TRUTH. 


As if he had ſaid, Ye have many 
Things to learn, and much to rectify, 
with Reſpe& to your Notions of my 
Character*, and that of my Diſpenſa- 
mr But your prefent Miſconcep- 


OY Tn. EY Rl) thought of bs as of a conguering Meſ- 
fab, and intending to erect a temporal Demizuen, See 
Luke xxii 24. Acts i. 6, 


+ As deſigned to include the whole Raco! of Man, 
Gentiles as well as Jews. An extraordinary Interpo- 
ſition was neceſſary to convince the Apoſtlis of this. See 
Acts, Chap. x. throughont, | 

| tions 
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tions and inveterate Prejudices inca- 
pacitate you for a circumſtantial and 
unreſer ved Repreſentation of the true 
State of theſe important Matters. When 
the HoLy SPIRIT, whom I ſhall be 
authoriſed to ſend after my Aſcenſion, 
ſhall come unto you, He will gradually 
enlighten your Underſtandings, and 
purge the Groſſneſs of your Concep- 
tions. Hx will take you by the Hand, 
and conduct you“ to the Knowledge of 
thoſe Goſpel-Truths, which are now ſo 
imperfectly apprehended by you, or are 
contrary to your Perſuaſions.” 


War Relation this Paſſage has to 
a permanent and plenary Inſpiration re- 
ſiding in the Evangeliſts, though uſually 
alledged in Support of this Doctrine, 
I confeſs myſelf unable to diſcover. 
The Buſineſs of the HoLy SPIRIT, 
we ſee, was to expand their Hearts to 
more liberal Conceptions, to correct 


* rynoti. 
their 
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their Prejudices, and to remove their 
Tgnorance : to inſtru& them, in ſhort, 
in what they did not fee! and know, 
and had therefore no Concern with 
Matters of actual Experience and Ob/er- 
vation. 


SE C- 
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SECTION N 
Is inconfiftent with their Writings. 


ANAKPINONTEES TAE TPA®AE, EI EXOI 
TATTA OTTMNE. 
| Acts xvii. 11. 


PRO CEE D to the decifive Teſt 

of an INTERNAL ARGUMENT de- 
duced from the Tenour of the Goſpels 
themſelves; and will demonſtrate the 
Inconſiſtency of this Hypotheſis of 
Inſpiration and the conſequent Infalk- 
bility of the Evangeliſts, with their 
own plain Aſſertions, by comparing 
one Goſpel with another. A Variety 
of inconſiſtent and contradiftory Poſitions 
have been detected and expoſed by 
ſceptical or malicious Men, with ſuch 
Effect as to excite the Solicitude of 

| many 
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many a pious, but unreflecting Chriſ- 
tian, and the Scoffs of the unbelieving 
and profane. But the Scandal of the 
one, and the Triumph of the other, 
are equally precluded by exploding this 
vexatious Doctrine of Inſpiration. It 
is my Intention to point out one or 7400 
clear Inſtances of Incoherency out of 
a Multiplicity that preſent themſelves, 
which will as effectually anſwer the 
Purpoſe I have in View, as a more 
ſelect and circumſtantial Exemplifica- 
tion, if they can be proved irrecon- 
cileable with the permanent Influence 
of a ſupernatural Illumination. 


1. Mx firſt Inſtance is the Account 
of a Miracle related by three Evange- 
liſts, which is not ſtudiouſly choſen 
becauſe more pertinent than ſome others 
that might be adduced, but becauſe it 
4s one of the firſt Events occurring in 
the Order of Time, ſo generally recorded. 
It is as follows : Reg 

Matthew 
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Matthew, Chap. ix. 


18. Mbile be pate 


theſe Things unto them, 
behold there came a 
certain Ruler and wor- 
ſhipped him, ſaying, 
My Daughter is now 


DEAD“; but come and 


lay thy Hand upon ber, 
and ſhe ſhall live. 


19. And Jeſus aroſe 


and followed him, and 


fo did his Diſciples. 


61 
Luke, Chap. viii. 
41. And behold, 


there came a Man, 
named Fairus, and be 
was a Ruler of the Sy- 
nagogue; and be fell 
down at Teſus Feet, 
and beſought him that 
he would come into his 
Houſe : 


42. For he bad one 
only Daughter, about 
twelve Years of Age, 


and SHE LAY A DY- 


E 


49. While be yet 


ate, there cometh 


* ETEAETTHZEN. 


ONE from the Ruler of 
the Synagogue's Houſe, 
ſaying to bim, Thy 
Daughter is DEAD: 
trouble not the Maſter. 


Mark, 
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| Mark, Chap. v. 
22. And behold, there cometh one of the 


Rulers of the Synagogue, Jairus by Name; and 
when he ſaw him, he fell at his Feet. 


23. And beſought him greatly, ſaying, MY 
little Daughter LittTY AT THE POINT OF 
Darn: come and lay thy Hands on her, that 
ſhe may be healed, and ſbe ſhall live. 


24. And Jeſus went with him and much 
People followed him, and thronged him. 


35. While be yet ſpake, there came from the \ 
Ruler of the Synagogue's Houſe, CERTAIN 
Mx, who ſaid, Thy Daughter 1s DEAD: why 
trouble thou the Maſter any further + ? 


In this 555 Relation appear to 
Inconfiſtencies : in one Particular, MARK 
and Luxe agree in Oppoſition to 
MaTTHEw ; in another, MARK and 
Lokk diſagree with each other. A 
little Ingenuity, I very well know, 
with the Help of ſome ſpecious Hypo- 


thefis 
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thefis and ſome Torture of the Expreſ- 
fion, would accommodate theſe Ac- 
counts without much Difficulty : but 
a plain unprejudiced Underſtanding, 
who contemplates them as thus ex- 
hibited in their natural State, muſt 
allow a Contradiction. | 


AT the ſame Time, any Reader, un- 
ſhackled by the Chains of Syſtem, will 
extricate himſelf with Eaſe from this 
Perplexity, and immediately perceive 
0 the Unimportance, or rather the Urility, 
of theſe Variations: but he, who per- 
tinaciouſly adheres to the Doctrine of 
Full and abſolute Inſpiration, can by no 
Artifice evade the Charge. Theſe Ob- 
jections, trivial as they are, muſt ever 
remain to Him INSUPERABLE Embaraſs- 
ments, and can never be reconciled 
with his Opinions. 


2. TE ſecond Example to be pro- 
duced, is of far greater Conſequence, 
and 


* 


64 AN ESSAY ON 


and cannot poſſibly be adjuſted by any 
_ qualifying Suppoſition whatſoever. 


Matt. Chap. Xxvii. Mark, Chap. xv. 


44. Tur Trreves 32. And Thy, who 
' ALSO, who were cruci- were crucified with him, 
fied with bim, CAST REVILED AIM*, 
THE SAME IN HIS 
TEETRH“. | 


Luke, Chap. 27, 


39. And ons of THE MALEFACTORS who 
were banged, RAILED ON HIM, ſaying, If thou 
be the Chriſt, ſave thyſelf and us. 


40. But THE OTHER anſwering, REBUKED | 
HIM, ſaying, Daſt not even} thou fear God, 
ſeeing thou art in the ſame Condemnation ? 


41. And we indeed juſtly, for we receive the 
due Reward of our Deeds : but this Man hath 
done Nothing amiſs. 


42. And be ſaid unto Jeſus, Lord, remember: 
me, when thou comeſt into thy Kingdom. 


* avadicoy, | + ed LD 


43. And 
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43. And Feſus ſaid unto bim, Verily I ſay | 


unto thee, TO-DAY SHALT THOU BE WITH ME 
IN Tune, 


IN theſe Paſſages, at leaſt, we. are 
preſented with as. palpable a Contra- 
diftion as human Lan guage can expreſs; 
and, I apprehend, either MATTHEW 
and Tan, or LUKE, muſt be clearly 
convicted of FALLIBILITY and Mis- 
TAKE. If Luk indeed had afferted 
ſimply, that one of the Thieves -on/y 
reviled him, and had made no parti- 
cular Exception with Reſpect to the 
other, as in another Inſtance of a fimi- 
lar Variation from ST. MarTrTuew#; 
though the Inconſiſtency would. have 
remained an unanſwerable Argument 
in our Favour, ſuch a flight Variation 

might have been diſregarded. But when 
an Event took place, ſo momentous; and 
PRETERNATURAL, as the INSTAN> 
TANEOUs CoxvERST1O and ACCEP- 
TANCE of a DELINQUENT EXPIRING 

* Compare Matt. viii. 28. with Luke viii, 27. 
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oN A.CRoss, we feel ourſelves deeply 


intereſted in a true Determination of 


this Matter; nor can we account for 
this capital OMIss10N, or rather Con-_ 
TRADICTION, of two Evangeliſts, on 
the Suppoſition of the Truth of this 


Tranſaction, but from their Io No- 


RAN CE; nor can we acquit them of 
Ignorance, without accuſing another 
ares of MISTAKE. 


"Txovcn the concurrent Teſtimony 
of t Evangeliſts may be thought to 
preponderate againſt the ſolitary Evi- 
dence of ST. Luk E, eſpecially as 
MaTTHEW was an APOSTLE and a 
conſtant Attendant of our LoRD; yet 
we muſt recolle&, that all the Apoſtles; 
except Jonun®, were either abſent from 
the Crucifixionf, (which is moſt pro- 
bable) or ſtood at fo great a Diſtance 
Kya the e Lak to be hon ae of 


cw 


2 FEA xix. 26. + Matt. xxvi. 4 Mark xiv. 50. 
t Luke xxiii. 49. 


hearing 
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hearing any Converſation that might 
paſs between Jesvs and the Thieves: 
ſo that MaTTHeEw may have had no 
better Means of knowing the Truth, 
than Luxe. And if MaTTHEw had 
miſtaken or were miſinformed, MARK 
(to ſpeak freely) was not unlikely to 
adopt his Error: for his Goſpel, in 
my Opinion, is little more than a com- 
pendious Tranſcript from the other, 
accommodated indeed to a particular 
Claſs of Chriſtians, and enriched with 
a few circumſtantial Additions, chiefly 
ſuch as an Eye-Witne/s might eafily 
aſſociate with the Facts, and which 
therefore PETER in all Probability 
ſuggeſted. Yet, I muſt confeſs, if this 
Account is erroneous, it is perfectly 
unaccountable, that PRTER, who is 
recorded to have approved, if he did 
not dictate, that Goſpel, ſhould never 
inquire the Truth of Jonx, who ſtood 
near the Croſs, probably during the 
whole Time of the Crucifixion. I am 

F 2 aware 
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aware that the Date of Luk 's Hiſtory 


appears from internal Evidence to be 
poſterior to that of Mark ; but we 
cannot help ſuppoſing, that ſuch an Ex- 
TRAORDINARY TRANSACTION muſt 
have been currently reported among 
Chriſtians, previous to the Publication 
of either Narrative. 


Wr ſee what Diffculties preſent 


themſelves, if the Error be imputed 


to MATTHEW and Marx. We will 


now contemplate ſome further Incon- 


veniences, which occur to the reluctant 


Mind, from ſuppoſing the Truth of the 


Relation given by ST. LUKE. 


Axp in this Point of View, the 
Queſtion grows ſtill more embarraſſing 
and difficult of Solution. This gra- 


tuitous Pardon, and Acceptance of the 


Malefactor, on the ſimple Acknowledge- 
ment of his Guilt, ſeems equally in- 


of 
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of Rx Aso, and the whole Tenour of 
ReveLaTion. It ſtrikes at the very 
Root of RELIGION and MoRAL ViR- 
TUE. To do juſtly, and ts love Mercy, 
and to walk humbly with our Gad, are 
the Duties required of every Son of 
Man by the uniform Voice of Scripture, 
as the 1inpisPENSABLE TITLE to the 
preſent Regards and future Recom- 
pence of our HEAVENLY FATHER. 
All habitual and unreformed Sinners 
are declared by the GREAT APOSTLE 
UNFIT for the KINGDOM of Chriſt and 
of GodF; nor will they ever be REMEM- 
BERED BY OUR LoRDf among the 
Citizens of the heavenly Feruſalem. 
Without Holineſs and Purity of Heart, 
no Man fhall ſee God. — But here we be- 
hold a Culprit, who, to all Appear- 

ance, had purſued through Life a Courſe 


 * Micah vi. 8. + 1 Cor. vi. g—11. Eph.v. 5. 
ü MNHEQHTI Mor, KYPIE, —EN TH BAEE 
AEIA EOY. Luke xxiii. 42. 


F 2 | of 
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of Rapine and Injuſtice, and was at 
length ſuffering the judicial Puniſh- 

ment due to his Miſdeeds ; we behold 
this Man, I fay, whom the Laws of 
human Society had adjudged unworthy 
of an Abode on EARTH, received into 
PARADISE, ON THE BARE CoN FES“ 
SION., OF HIS Sixs, without being able 
to certify the Sincerity of this Con- 
feſſion by the Emendation of his future 
Conduct. CHRIsT, no Doubt, could 
pronounce upon the Merit of his Ac- 
knowledgements without ſuch Experi- 
ment, from his Knowledge of the ſecret 
Intentions of the Heart“. This Mode 
of Procedure, however, is not ana- 
logous to the uſual Courſe of God's 
Adminiſtration, or conformable to the 


Spirit and Declarations of the Goſpel. 


BESsID ES, the Terms in which the 
Malefactor conveyed his Petition, infer 


* Matt, ix. 4. John ii, 25. 
| | ſome _ 
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ſome Acquaintance with JesUs and his 
Character, which is no inconſiderable 
Aggravation of his Guilt®. 4 


AFTER all, it is pofible, I allow, 
that this Man may have been more 
unfortunate and indiſereet, than habi- 
tually wicked : yet we muſt, on the 
other Hand, confeſs, that ſuch a Rela- 
tion, briefly exhibited, without any 
Explanation or alleviating Circumſtan- 
ces, has ſome Appearance of Inpru- 
dence, eſpecially as it encourages an 
Opinion of dangerous Tendency ; and 
we know in Fact, that ſome ſeducing 
and fatal Perſuaſions, ſubverſive of 
genuine Piety, have been derived from 

it. 


Bur the moſt inexplicable Doctrine 
which this Piece of Hiſtory has been 
generally thought to countenance, 1s 
that of an IN TERMEDHATE STATE 


F 4 | of 
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of LiFE and SENSIBILITY between the 


Diss0LUT10N of the Bopy and the 
GENERAL RESURRECTION. THis 
Day ſhalt thou be with me in PARA- 
bis EX. ö 


Ir is foreign to the Deſign of 7his 
Eſſay to enter into an elaborate and 
formal Diſcuſſion of this Doctrine; a 
Doctrine, that may be refuted by accu- 
mulated Proof from the Scriptures of 
the OLD and NEW TESTAMENT, ex- 
cluſive of what has been already de- 
duced in Abundance by learned and 


* Tas Incongruity occafioned much Perplexity 
among inguiſitive Divines in ORIEN's Time. 


AMA TQ EZOAQ, ſays he, ey r e eee 
Ts den — E TAPAZEE TINAZ, QL ALYMO®NNON. 
Comm. in Joh. quoted by Lardner, Vol. III. P. 2, of his 
Credibility, Qs aouupuro-as inconfiftent inconſiſtent, 
I ſuppoſe, with the uniform Declarations of Scripture 
concerning THE FUTURE Day of Retribution. They, 
who were offended at this Appearance of Inconfiftency, 
ſuſpected the Text of Interpolation; which Or1GEeN 
calls, an avpaciovs Suſpicion. 


impaptial 
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impartial Mens, which of itſelf con- 
ſtitutes a Collection of Evidence, as 


complete and cogent as can be offered 
to the Contemplation of the human 


Mind. It is xosr SURPRISING, that 


Writers of Learning and Sagacity can 


ſtill perſevere in their Zeal for an 
Opinion which is beſet on every Side 
with inſuperable. Difficulties; when the 


contrary Hypotheſis reflects ſo much 


Honour and Importance on the CHRIS“ 


TIAN DIsPENSATION and the Au- 
THOR of it. But it is ſtill More 


SURPRISING, that they can expect 
to overthrow ſuch a Maſs of perſuaſive 
Reaſoning by the feeble Efforts of one 
or Two ſolitary Arguments rf. 
 SuFFICE 


Skt particularly Bisuor Law's Appendix in his 
Conſiderations, and a Hiftorical View of the Controverſy 
concerning an intermediate State. | 


1 Ser Mx. Townson's Di/cour/es on the Goſpels, 
P. 179. This very excellent Author produces in Con- 
firmation of the Doctrine of an intermediate State, the 


Parable 
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SUFFICE it now. to ſay, in the Pro- 
ſecution of our Argument, in Oppo- 
ſition to this Doctrine of an intermediate 
State, that it SUBVERTS THE FUN- 
DAMENTAL ARTICLE OF OUR FAITH, 


nay, EVACUATES CHRISTIANITY IT- 
SELF, If IMMoRTALITY, or. the 


Continuation of Exiſtence after Death, 
be an INHERENT PROPERTY of the 


Parable of the rich Man and Lazarus, and contends that 
it is a true and conſiſtent Repreſentation, But are not 
Lazarus and the rich Man in the Body and out of the Body 
at the ſame Time? Compare Luke xvi. 24. with 
1 Cor. xv. 50. 


Ir the Advocates for a literal Acceptation of the 
Parable in Queſtion ſhould endeavour to elude this Ob- 
jection, by alledging, that this is merely a Piece of 
Embelliſhment neceſſary to the building up of the Relation, 
why may we not extend this Reaſoning to the wol 
Parable, and maintain it to be an EMBLEMATICAL 
REPRESENTATION, deſcriptive in general of the Hap- 
pineſs and Miſery reſerved for the virtuous and wicked 
in a future State ? Ho | | 


_* I am aware of this Contradiction in Terms ; but the 
Doctrine in Queſtion is one too. 


human 
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human Soul, it is FALSLY aſſerted by 
the AposTLE PAULF, that, ALL MEN 
DIE in Conſequence of their Relation 
to Ap AM, and WILL REVIVE on the 
great Day oF THE RESURRECTION 
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST. We may 
indeed have Recourſe to an evaſive, 
though not unuſual Expedient on theſe 
preſſing Occaſions, and explain away 
this CAPITAL, this ESSENTIAL 


TRUTH, THIS BULWARK OF OUR 


FaiTn, by the dextrous Intervention 
of Metaphor, and call this a figurative 
Death. -But this Mode of Interpre- 
tation offers extreme Violence to the 
Language and the Senſe of Scripture, 
and fuppoſes the moſt important Ar- 


ticles of the Chriſtian Creed to be con- 


veyed in Figure. If, however, the 


Death incurred through Apam by all 


Mankind, be figurative, the Life and 
the Reſurrection achieved for us by 
Jesus ChRISH, mult be Hgurative too; 


1 Cor. xv, 21—23. 


ſo 


— 
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ſo that our Fal TH is vain, and our 
HoPE is alſo vain. 


THtst: Conſiderations amount to 
ſome Preſumption of Miſtake or Mi/- 
information on the Side of LuKE. 


BuT if this Piece of Hiſtory be 
indeed authentic, the laſt Difficulty, 
reſpecting an intermediate State, may 
be avoided, and the Paſſage cleared up, 
by a different Punctuation. Verily J 


. fay unto thee Tais Day, thou ſhalt be 


with me in PaRADISE.— As if he had 
ſaid, IT afſure thee of a Truth EVEN Now, 
ON THIS VERY DAY—at a Time when 


thou ſegſt me in ſuch a HELPLESS STATE, 


in ſuch Circumſtances of Humiliation and 
Diſgrace; when there appears $0 LITTLE 
PROSPECT OF THE ACCOMPLISHMENT 
OF MY PROMISE—THOU. SHALT 'BE 


WITH ME IN PARADISEF, 1 
| | LerT 


* Jesvs, no Doubt, would ſpeak intelligibly to the 
Thief; and learned Commentators, particularly L1GnT- 
| FOOT, 


* 
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Lr the Advocates of an intermediate 
State go now and call this @ very bad 


Interpretation! Let them ſtill perſuade 


themſelves that the words the Day, 


thus connected, have no tolerable Force, 


and are no Improvement of the Senſe, 


but a Burden to it ! We can only appeal 


to the UNPREJUDICED READER to de- 
termine, whether any Expreſſion can 
be more $1GNIFICANT and EMPHA- 
TICAL. 


Wuar ſhall we ſay to Joun's Silence 
about this Tranſaction? Is it not te- 
rious ? eſpecially if LuKE's Account be 
true—as the Authentication of ſuch a 
remarkaÞle Particular was certainly an 
Object worthy of his Attention. To 


FOOT, have ſhewn that the Jesus of that Time under- 


ſtood by Paradiſe, the Place of Happineſs in general 


reſerved for the Righteous, as contradiſtinguiſhed from 
Hell, the Place of Torment; not of an imperfed inter- 
mediate State of Expectation. 


SEB TOwNSON as above, p. 180. 


this 
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this it may be replied, that it was 
Joun's Intention to ſupply the De- 
feictencies of the other EvANGELISTS. 
But Jon has minutely related the 
whole Buſineſs of the Crucifixion, with 
much Repetition of their Accounts; 
and this very Circumſtance, left ſo am- 
biguous and undetermined in the former 
Hiſtories, was itſelf a rg ht and 
_ demanded Rectification. 


PeRHAPs, as he was under a Ne- 
ceſſity of contradicting ove EVANGELIST 
at leaſt, he acquieſced in this Omiſſion, 
rather than aſſert any Thing that might 
tend in any Degree to invalidate or 
diſparage the Records of the Gosp EL. 


Brok we diſmiſs the Subject of 
this Section, which might with Eaſe 
be conſiderably enlarged by direct Argu- 
ment or fair Inference from the Hoi x 
SCRIPTURES, it will not be beſide our 
Purpoſe to remark into what Embarraſſ- 

ment 
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ment Authors of Diſtinction ſometimes 
bring themſelves, merely, as it ſhould 
ſeem, through Inconfideration, and a 
avis Habit of believing from Autho- 
rity and Preſcription. In diſcuſſing the 


preſent Queſtion in particular, their 


Situation is very delicate and diſtreſſing. 
Much aukward Labour is employed, 
much dextrous Refinement called in, 
and many a ſaving Qualification intro- 
duced, to preſerve the Equilibrium be- 
tween the prevailing Notion of Inſprra- 
tion, and the Credit and NN of 
the EvanGELISTS. 


AvALVABLE IIluſtrator of the Gos- 
PELS above referred toè, may be in- 
cluded under this Deſcription ; who 
appears to me under no little Perplexity, 
when he attempts to reconcile his Poſi- 
tions and the Diſcordances of the Evan- 
GELISTS with Inſpiration and Infalli- 
bility. We will juſt advert to a few 


* Mx. Townsox. 
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of his Obſervations, that are applicable 

to the preſent Subject. His Example 
will ſuggeſt a ſalutary Leſſon to the 
young Student of Theology“. If Wri- 
ters of ſuch Learning, Ingenuity and 
Diſceroment, can ſuffer themſelves to 
be carried away by the Current of 
popular Opinion; with what Circum- 
ſpection ſhould: we guard in our earlier 
Years againſt a paſſive and an unſearching 
Diſpoſition ! With what Care and 
Scruple ſhould we try even thoſe Doc- 
trines which are UNIVERSALLY-ADOPT- 
ED, at the Touchſtone of rational Diſ- 
quiſition ! | 


He endeavours to ſhew, and with 
great Ability and Succeſs, that the 


* ETenim fi NON FACILE EST ab errore appre- 
henſam rESIPISCERE animam, ſed non oMuN IMO DO 
IMPOSSIBILE EST errorem EFFUGERE, APPOSITA 


BVRITATE. 1 | | | 


| + adoupoy vv. Rom. i. 28. 


Variations 
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Variations of the EvancztisTs are 
ſolely the Reſult of educational Opinions, 
lacal Attachments, incidental Aſſeciations, 
or a _judictons Adaptation of their reſpec- 
tive Hiſtories to the Circumſtances ani 
Exigences of that Denomination of 
Chriſtians, for whoſe Uſe they were 
more immediately intended. But if 
their Acquaintance with the Facts re- 
lated by them, was derived from a 
perſonal Communication with CiR1$+ 
himſelf; or their Connection with thoſe 
who had ſufficient Means of Informa- 
tion; and if they gave, like all other 
Authors of Underſtanding, ſuch a Re- 
preſentation of theſe Facts as they 
judged moſt prudent and efficacious ; 
what is become of his GirT of Ix- 
$PIRATION ? What Meaning can he 
poſſibly affix to theſe Words? Do not 
theſe Conceffions utterly evacuate every 
ſuppoſeable Purpoſe of that Gif? in the 
EvANGEL1sSTS as Writers? What is 
this, | * to allow the Doctrine of In- 
G SPIRATION 


32 AN ESSAY ON 


SPIRATION in Words, and proſeribe it 
in HD 5 


Ix com parin g two el Paſſages 
of Marx and Luxz*, where MARE 's 
Relation is more circumſtantial, Mr. 
. Townso0N obſerves: The Circumſtance, 
that When Jeſus was gone forth into 
the Way, there came one running and 
kneeled to him, 7s one of thoſe little 
Incidents that characteriſe the Narration 
of a Beholder. Of theſe there are many 
in St. Mark, which St. Luke would 
naturally omit. 5 


Bur, may we not ſay, why ſhould 
ST. LUKE naturally omit a ſtriking and 
pathetic Incident, when he muſt have 
been acquainted with it from JInſþira- 
tion? — And for the ſame Reaſon we 
may add, was it not ſuperfluous in 
ST. PETER to inform Mark of theſe 
* Mark x. 1720. Luke wil. 18=a21, f P. 55. 


1 F 5 | * 
LF 44.4% £%.4 F534 $5 n IS FEI? F 


minute 


J 
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minute Particulars ? Could the Gir r 
of the Evangeliſt receive any Benefit 
from the ExPERIENCE of the Apoſtle ? 


BesIDEs, if each ſucceeding Evax- 
GELIST had peruſed the preceding Gos- 
PELS, as Mr. TownsoNn thinks with 
the higheſt Degree of Probability, what 
could poſſibly induce a poſterior. Writer 
to vaRY from his Predeceſſor, and even 
to CONTRADICT him, but a well- 
grounded Perſuaſion of ſome Min 
FORMATION or Nen 5 7 


| G Ojections of the Fs Kind 
preſent themſelves : but I forbear ; that 
no one may conſtrue a RxGARD for 
Tur into a mean and malignant 
Pleaſure of carping at an Author of 
great and deſerved Reputation, to whom 
both I and every Lover of the GospEL, 
owe n e 


G 2 S EC- 
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SECTION VII. 


. 'DETRIMENTAL 70 the Cauſe o 
| REvELATION. 


If thou woilt make me an Altar of Stene, the alt 
not build it of HEwN STONE : for if thou lift up 


TV Took 5780 it, thou Bh POLLUTED it. 
Res Exod. xx. 25+ 


HE Doctrine of Abe ap- 

pears to be injurious to the 
Intereſts of the CRISTIAN REveELA- 
. TION, contemplated as a wiſe and 
reaſonable Inſtitution, contrived by the 
DIvINE MinD for the Ute and Con- 
templation of INTELLIGENT 'CREA- 
TURES, from a Variety of nenn 
tions. J 


1. Tris Opinion places the Cre- 
E of the GospELs upon & Founda- 
| tion 
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tion very different from that of every 
OTHER authentic and accepted H N 
by ſuperinducing an extraneous Motive 
of Belief, which evacuates at once 
every Species of Atteſtation, hifforical, 
propbetical, and moral: and this Pecv- 
LIARIT of EviDENCE has an obvious 
Tendency to /efſen, and even to annibi- 
ate, that 05 redibility. 


2. Tars is an IKKATIONAL pe- 
the ofis.—F or a previous Perſuaſion of the 
indiſputable Veracity, the perfect Con- 
fiſtency, and the entire Reaſonableneſs 
of any Narrative, muſt of Conſequence 
ſuperſede all Necęſity, and even Pro- 
priety, of examining. it' 8 Contents, and 
of inveſtigating the Claims of any 
Theory, or Detail of Occurrences, which 
it may exhibit. We muſt receive it's 
Propoſitions without Heſitation; not 
from any PRINCIPLES of LEGITIMATE 
Coxvicriox, but merely becauſe it is 3 


inſpired. This ſacrilegious Divorce of 
Gn REASON 
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— 


RE ASO and REVELATION. will un- 
avoidably excite, even in Minds not 
very ſceptical and incredulous, ſome 
e, unfriendly to CnRIsT1- 
ANITY. They, will be apt to infer, 
and not . an IxsurIcikx ey of 
PROPER EVIDENCE. for the Authen- 
tication of that Religion, which demurs 
at an Appeal to the Judicature of Rea- 
so and COMMON-SENSE : and 5 
the Influence of this Prepoſſeſſion, they 
will. haſtily pronounce it an IrapLy- 
MENT, of POLITICAL "EXPEDIENCY, 


3 [43 F, 


Fe ng to ſubſerve the finiſter Pur- 


a 


poſes of IGNORANCE, PRIESTORAFT, 
and. SUPERSTITION. Turn, they 
will ay, is not afraid of er pghing her- 
ſelf to the ſtricteſt Scrutiny and the 
cleareſt Light. EkROR alone, con- 
| ſeiaus of her Deformity, flies for Refuge 
from the. Eye of Day to i 


and Daxkxkss. 5 


+ ＋ A4. 4 1 „ ; a 4 7 7 40 


e 


3. . it not 4 glu ll to the 


| eee REVELATION to ſuppoſe, 
dit 
2 1285 Be 
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that with all the concurrent Evidence 
of divine Original, reſulting from in= 
ternal Character and outward Atteſta- 
tion, the ſtill requires the Acceſſion of 
an artificial and rotten Prop to ſupport 
her Strength ?—T will even venture to 
affirm, that, though NONE of the'four | 
GosPELs had been tranſmitted to our 
Dimes, if cotemporary AvTroRs' of 
FipEitTyY and JUDGEMENT had given 
their Teſtimony | to' the LEADING An- 
TICLES of CurIsTIANITY, ſuch as 
the Lirz and DEATH of Jxsbs, a 
general Account of the Pukroszs of 
his Mrss fon, and a Summary of what 
he DID and PREACHED 3 all 14 15 
LIGENT and REASONABLE Mex, con- 
ſidering the diſconſolate and uncertain 
Condition of the human Race, the 
great Dignity and Importance of theſe 
Truths, and their Conſonance to our 
natural and moſt improved Apprehen- 
ſions of the su PREMEH BEING, would 
have perceived an IRRESISTIBLE 
THOU Ga InDucE- 
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InpvegMENT to acquieſce in the 
CHRISTIAN SCHEME, even THUS at- 
teſted*,—But it muſt not be imagined 
that I mean by is to infer the Inutility 
of the GosPELs : this would be a very 
unjuſtifiable and malicious Inſinuation. 
They. are indeed an [INVALUABLE 
TREASURE ; and the Preſervation of 
them, without material Injury or Adul- 
- teration, through the long Night of 
Literature, amidſt the Viciflitudes of 
human Affairs, and the Deſolations of 
ſuch miſerable Times, as ſucceeded, 
during many Centuries, the Promul- 
gation of Chriſtianity, is a Subject of 
equal Gratitude and Exultation. But, 
I think I may reaſonably infer from 


this Remark, that it is fuperfiuous to 


Nu u enim —ſtare fine endes non bel 
religio Chriſtiana : aut eo eſſe comprobabitur. vera, fi 
aditipulatores habyerit plurimos, et auRoritatem ab 
hominibus ſumpferit. Suis illa contenta eſt viribus, et 
veritatis propriz fundaminibus nititur, nec ſyoliarur | 
vi ſua, etiamfi nullum habeat vindicem. 

* ady, GT, L. III. ſub Wine 


attribute 
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attribute the G of Inſpirutiam to the 
 EvANGELLSTS. 


4. Tuis Doctrine IxvALIDATESs the 


AUTHORITY of the GoSPELS, as SE= 1 


PARATE and INDEPENDENT TESTI- 
MONIES. For if the Minds of the 
EvANGELISTS were EQUALLY illu- 
minated by an Influx of Light, derived: 
from the SAME HEAVENLY SQURCE, 
and diſplaying to their View in fimilar 
Colours every Object of Contemplat 


their UNITED ATTESTATLIONS Cath — 


be equivalent in Value to the Depoſi- 
tion of a SINGLE WITXXSss. 


5. Ir countenances a Charge of 
nnn and Daros run R. and 


* 
NN eee er 


in den 


g 
| 
| 
| 
A: 
N 
by 


or Ju" Fliſtories. 
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Variations cannot be adjuſted; ſo as to 


conſtitute one uniform and connected 
Story, but appear to be MANIFEST 
REPUGNANCES, we cannot poſſibly ad- 
mit the InrFALLIBILITY of the Writers 


* ; 


Ir theſe biene may eaſily be 
reconciled,” and cleared from all Shew 


of Contradiction, we can never hope to 


prevail upon inquiſitive Men to embrace 
ſuch a gratuitous and embarraſſing Hy- 
pothefis as that of Inſpiration, and muſt” 
acquieſce in their Allegations of FRaup, 
Concert, or IMITATION., No Argu- | 
ments from rh Books whoſe Pre- 
tenſions are under Diſcuſſion, will be 


accepted as legitimate: and Rx As Oo 


and PROBABILITY are on the other 
Side. — In this Argument, I take it for 
granted to be improbable, that FouR 


Hiſtorians, without communicating 


with each other, can write your ſe- 


parate and circumſtantial Accounts of 


aà Series 
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a Series of extraordinary Events, from 
different Sources of Intelligence, with- 
out any Variation. 


Bur, on the contrary, if we diſcard 


this inconvenient and vain Suppoſition, 


and deduce the Authenticity of the 
GosPELs from rational and ſolid Pre- 
miſes, the Variations, which occur in 
them, will become no inconſiderable 
Preſumption of VERACITY and FAl TH- 
FULNESS. Artful Copyiſts are anxious 
to transfer a perfect Reſemblance, and 
to preſerve 'an unexceptionable Confiſ- 
| tency even in the MINUTEsT PoinTs. 
But little Diſagreements and Contra- 
dictions, that are the natural Conſe- 
quences of human Frailty, of different 
Apprehenſions, of diſſimilar Modes and 
even Prejudices of Education, of Op- 
portunities more or leſs advantageous 
for diſcovering the Truth, and of a 
thouſand inconceivable incidental Cir- 
cumſtances, operating on the Mind 

with 


— — Ee ce —•1————ĩ— —— —j1— . — ——— TPFDͤ ——2᷑ . ˙ ( * 
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with imperceptible Influence; theſe 
are ſuch Intimations of Ax TILESS Con- 
DUCT and UPRIGHT IN TENTION“, as 
muſt render the Credibility of /uc+ 
Writers UNIMPEACHABLE and REYOND 
SUSPICION. It is not neceſſary for me 
to enlarge upon this Topic; which has 
been frequently illuſtrated git abler Pens 


than mine. 


5 15 10 n to thoſe Sketches 
of the Economy of PROVIDENCE diſ- 
cernible in the Mos Ale Syſtem, but 
more eminently conſpicuous in the 
Conduct of the CRISTIAN DispREN- 
SATION, to propagate a S TAN DING 


Mix AcrE, as it were, through zvery 


Ass of Man? The oMNI TOT ENT 
RulLER of the UNIVERSE never inter- 
rupted the regular Courſe of his Ad- 


* Tirevouer * vat Tpocaiperect ty ypaifarren ra 
evaryſena, xataroxatope Tng evaacnas avtuy xaw' Ty 
ci Y, eupaneruy To; pana, . (lege vd) 
de xa 4 ET a. TE h eK 
OVTWY =o v. A. 

On 10. contra Cels. L. III. P. 134, Ed. Cant. 
miniſtration, 
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miniſtration, but on the moſt important 
Emergencies, and for the Accompliſh- 
ment of wiſe and ſalutary Purpoſes. 
Nor, even on THESE OcCCAs1oNs, did 
HE diſplay the Wonders of his Power 
with a LAvIsH PRoFUSION, but, if I 
may be allowed the Expreſſion, with 
a PARSIMONIOUS LIBERALITY. Theſe 
miraculous Interferences were employed 
to aſcertain the heavenly Deſignation of 
our Loxp and his Apoſtles, and to 
rouſe the Attention of Mankind to that 
_ glorious Scheme of Revelation, which 
he was commiſſioned to PROCLAIM and 
RATIFY, and they to VINDICATE and 
* PREACH. But when this preparatory 
Proceſs was completed, no farther 
ſupernatural Intervention appears to 
have been either wanting or vouchſafed, 
in a fingle Inſtance, after the Death of 
the APoSTLES and their Cotemporaries. 
CnRISTIANITY might then ſecurely 


truſt her Claims to a AIR and $UIT- _ 
ABLE REPRESENTATION of theſe ſtu- 
pendous Facts, and to the unPER- 

VRRT ED 
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VERTED SEN SE of Man. The Evan- 
 GELISTs, however un/earned they might 
be, ſeem to have poſſeſſed Qualifications 
competent to the Tranſmiſſion of what 
they had ſeen or heard, to future Ages: 
and Poſterity, in the Examination of 
their Hiſtories, would have ſufficient 
Scope, if MiRACLEs were SUSPENDED, 
for the Exerciſe of their MoRAL 
PowERs, and for the Diſplay of ſome 
of the moſt tranſcendant Vir Tves, with 
which CHRISTIANITY can adorn the 
Hearts of Men; Humility, and ZEAL, 
5 and Hop, and Fal rH: an End, which 
we may eaſily ſuppoſe the great Au THOR 
of our Religion, from the Uniformity 
of his Conduct in this Reſpect, might 
have in View. Thomas, ſaid HE to the 
incredulous Apoſtle, with ſome Mix- 
ture of Reproof, BECAUSE thou haſt 
SEEN me, THOU haſt believed HAPPY 
ARE THEY®, who have NOT SEEN, ond 
YET have qe 11 


* Uanapice Fe 


* 
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SECTION VII. 
The TRUE STATE of the Caſe exhibited. 


Non ConsvETuDo hic MULTITUDOQUE AUC- 
TORUM ſpectanda eſt, ſed VERITAs. ConsVETUDO 
enim SINE VERITATE nihil aliud quam VETUSTAS 
ERRORIS eſt, ERRANTIUMque NUMERO MALE DE- 
FENDITUR., T 
e MaAscrEr's Heb. Gram. 


ITH Reſpect to the #wo Apoſ- 
Y Zolical EvANGELISTS, JouN 
and Mar THEw, I apprehend the true 
State of the Caſe to be his. 


O the firſt Summons from our Lox 
to relinquiſh their Occupations and to 
attend his Perſon, they obeyed the 
peremptory Call without Reluctance or 
Delay: not, as it ſhould ſeem, from any 
irrational and involuntary Impulſe, but 


from 
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from Motives of FIR M, if not DEL1BE- 
RATE, ConviIicTIlON: won over, in 


all Probability, either by the Wispom 


and AUTHORITY of CuRisT's Diſ- 


courſes, or the ſignal MAaniregsTA- 
. Ti0Ns of Divine PoweER®, which nt 


diſplayed before them. Their implicit 


Obedience was an indiſputable Proof of 
an INGENUoUsS and TEACHABLE DISs- 
POSITION, aſpiring after Truth, and 


ready to embrace every Opportunity of 
Information and Improvement. But 


hereditary Prejudice and extreme Bigo- 
try, characteriſtic of the Few; Nation, 
were cloſely interwoven with all their 
Sentiments and Affections. They were 
as yet abſolute Strangers to the CHA- 
RACTER of their Mas TER and to the 


_ Genivs of that Diſpenſation, which 


HE was delegated to diſcloſe, and 


eſtabliſh among Men. Nor does Ht 
appear to have been folicitous to give 


them ar firft a clear Knowledge of bis 


Luke v. 112. 


dn 


N 
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own Purpoſes, and the Nature of their 
Deſignation. A füll Explanation of 
his Office, and the Spirituality of his 
Religion, of the approaching AB0I- 
riox of the Moſaic Ritual, and the 
DzstRUCTION of the Temple with all 
the Solemnities of their Worſhip, 
which they regarded with ſo much 
Reverence, as of uN HAN EABLE In- 
ſtitution and ETERNAL; Obligation; 
2 Fore-knowledge of the Deſtination of 
himſelf, the GREAT MxssiA, tothe 
Afflictions of Humanity in every Form, 
and above all, to the ignominious and 
accurfed Death of a Marrracrok on 
a Tree; a Proſpect of their o future 
Condition, of the Calamities and Dan- 
gers which awaited them in the Pro- 
feſſion and Propagation of the Gos PEI 
through the World; the Neceſſity of 
impofing a perpetual Reſtraint on the 
Solicitations of Senſe: and Paſſion, of 
relinquiſhing the moſt tender and inno- 


cent Attachments of Friendſhip and 
| H | Con- 


— 


r 


— 


4 
! 
| 
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F o To EY ; 
Conſanguinity, | and Þ even the un- 


blameable Propenſities of human Na- 
ture, for the Love'of TRUTH; of 
exchanging the Joys and Comforts of 


this Life for the bitter Cup of inex- 


hauſtible Sorrow and untimely Death: 
—ſuch unexpected, ſuch unwelcome, 


ſuch incomprehenſible Intelligence, 


would have given too violent a Shock 
to their Prejudices and Feelings, nor 


could have failed to be a very hazardous 
Trial of Fortitude and F idelity r more 
N on their's. ie nen in 


5 
wh, + 


i 15 . Py a Mode of of Conduc 
een agreeable to the WII I, an 

conſiſtent with the | Views of PROvI- 
DEN CR, an immediate Infuſion of Light 
and Strength from above, might have 
adjuſted the Matter at once without 
further Trouble, by effecting a radical 


Extirpation of their Errors, by ex- 


panding their Hearts to a Size adequate 
100 * e of theſe mo- 
mentous 


mentous Truths, and by ſupplying a 
Portion of Intrepidity and Patience, 
ſufficient to encounter every Difficulty 

that might occur in the Profeſſion and 

Vindication of them. But neither is 

this the ORDINARY PROCEDURE of 

UNERRING WIS Don, nor a Conduct 
adapted to the Exigencies of a Being 
placed in a State of DPENDEN e and 
ProBA TION. It is no trivial Recom- 
mendation of the Excellence of CHS 
TIANITY, to have effected by GRA 

DUVAL | ApPROACHES © ſuch a ſignal 

Triumph over the combined Powers of 

HaABIT and INCLINATION : nor is it 

unreaſonable to conclude, that IEsus 

CHRIST, the WIS Dou of Go, might 

have this Purpoſe under Contemplation, 

and intend to demonſtrate by this con 
ſpicuous Example, the ENERROY of 
 CnnrsTiIan TRuUTE;/a Purpoſe, which 
SUPERNATURAL ' and counurstvR 

Cox vic rio muſt of Neceſſity have 

PRECLUDED. | Our Lok | invariably 
Ole, 8 appealed, 


— PIE > 9% RARER OTE EHP" ana," 
. 
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appealed, in all his public Addreſſes | 


FEELING of the uncorrupted Heart, 
and: gave full Liberty and Employment 
to eyety Faculty and Diſpoſition of the 
Soul. He neither bed nor attempted 
ton vo into Belief that ſtubborn 
Prejudice and untoward Pride, which, 
the; more they are ſolicited, ſet them- 


ſelyss a the more ein Op poſition to the 


IRUB. His coNSsTANT ADDRESS 
to, his Audience correſponded to the 


baiFoRM TRNOUR of his AcTIONS: 


Wos HATH . ro HEARS LET 


HIM man |. VVV 


* 4 * 4 
2 = x ya, #% 4% „ N r 
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i "wo ora in the 


Rleſhcns, gradually. unfolded. himſelf 
to his Niſciples, and particularly to the 


tavelve, in Proportion to the Strength 
af their Capacities, from Time to Time; 
and was: continually preparing their 
Minds by obligue and incidental In- 


ſtruction. for ee Communi- 


D3185Jq8 . cation 
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cation of the new and ſublime Doctrines 
of the Gosp ERL. The Mos r Hicn"is 
pleaſed on many Occaſions to maghify 
the GLories of his Wiso and 
Power by the Imbecillity of the In 
ſtruments 5 in the Execution 
of his Will. A Stream of Light is 
more ſplendid and diſtin& in the Midft 
of ſurrounding Darkneſs. In Con- 
formity to this Conſtitution of the 


divine Government, the Apos TT ES 5 


appear to have been Men of no extra- 
ordinary Capacities, of few, and thoſe 
moderate, Acquirements; and on *His 
Account, the more pertinacious of their 
national and religious Peculiarities. : 
With a candid Simplicity, which, per- 

haps, has no Parallel in the Annals of 
Mankind, they bear frequent Teſti- 
mony to their own Dullneſs of Appre- 
henſion and incurable Perverkity De- 
fects, for which they are ſo conſtantly 
reproved and ſo repeatedly inſtructed 
by their BENEVOLENT and PATIENT 
1 II 3 MASTER. 


8 —Uää — — 
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Mas TER. But all his REITERATED 
DecLARATIONS,'and the clear Notices 
he had given, on various Occaſions, of 
his approaching Sufferings and Death ; 
nay, . even that EMBLEMATICAL So- 
LEMNITY, prefigurative of the break- 
ing. of his Body and the ſhedding of 
his Blood, operated with ſo little 
Efficacy on their Affections, that im- 
mediately after the Celebration of this 
moving Ceremony, with a $TUPID 


 OBDuRacy, bordering upon Ix FA Tu- 


ATION, they were ſtill anticipating the 
Joys of Pre-eminence in an earthly 
Kingdom, and were canvaſſing with a 
MEAN and FRIVOLOUS AMBITION, 
their Pretenſions to ſuperior Diſtinction 


on the right Hand, and on the left of the 


Throne of their DYING 'REDEEMEREF. 
Nor could that LAST Sctnt of AN- 


 GUVISH, which removed the EXPECTED | 


DELIVERER of ISRAEL from his TER- 
RESTRIAL EXISTENCE, nor the addi- 


* * Px N 5 Bs „ ³⅛ £1 a 
4 0 e | £4 4 
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tional Information which nE gave them 

in ſeveral perſonal Appearances among 
them after his RRESURRECTION, en- 
tirely diſpel the groſs Cloud of Preju- 
dice that involved their Underſtandings. 
Lord, ſaid they, in the fond Language 
of Aſpiration after woRLDLY GREAT= 
NESS; Lord, wilt thou reftore AT THIS 
TiME the KinGDoM fo 1frael* ? 


IT is moſt evident, that a Set of Men 

labouring under the Influence of /uch 
Paſſions and Miſconceptions, could not 
be, in their preſent State of Temper 
and Apprehenſion, proper Inſtruments 
for the Converſion of a diſſolute and 
idolatrous Generation to a Religion of 
Humitirty, Love, and PeAcx, either 
by their PREAcninG or their ExaM- 
' PLE. The relinquiſhing of every va- 
luable Enjoyment, of every pleaſing _ 
Proſpect in this ſublunary Scene, and 
a patient Endurance of Poverty, Re- 


H 4. . proach, 
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proach, and: Affliction in the ſaddeſt 
Forms and in Inſtances the moſt trying 
to human Feelings, for the diſtant Ex- 
pectation of future Happineſs in Re- 
verſion, was an Alternative but ill- ſuited 
to their viſionary Projects of terreſtrial 
Ambition. Nothing but the Irradiations 
of the 1LLUMINATING SPIRIT of Gop 
could purify and invigorate ſuch ob- 
ſtructed and unſtable Minds. For 255 
Purpoſe, and for the more effectual 
Promulgation of the Gosp EIL, they were 
inſtructed, by an expreſs Promiſe, to ex- 
pect the IIlapſe of that HEAVENLI 
VISITANT : a Promiſe, which received 
it's full Accompliſhment on the Day 
of Pentecoſt. Under the Operation of 
this animating Power, which the Oc- 
caſion ſo loudly demanded, they per- 
ceived within themſelves a Degree of 
_ Confidence and Conviction, of Under- 
ſtanding and Intrepidity, unknown be- 
fore. The great Gifts with which they 
were endowed, the aſtoniſhing Miracles 


which 
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which they were enabled to perform, 
and aconſcious Senſe of the Energy and 
Superintendance of the heavenly Advo- 
cate*, inſpired them with ſuch Zeal, 
 Alacrity, and Fortitude, as led them 
to addrefs in public the Multitudes of 
Feruſalem, and to hold out, as the 
promiſed" and expected Mess 1iAk, that 
Jxsus of Nazareth, whom they, and 


their Prieſts and Rulers, had fo lately - 


accuſed, as'a CRIMINAL, to the Roman 


Governor, and had ſeen EXPIRING on 


a Croſs. 


Sucn were the Offices of that Hot r 
SpikIT T, which CRRISH ſent down 
from his Father and their Father, from his 
ones OE] God 


plug | 

+ PROPTEREA PARACLETUM miſerit Dominus, ut 
quoniam humana mediocritas omnia SEMEL capere non 
| Poterat, PAVLATIM dirigeretur, et ordinaretur, et ad 
perfectum perduceretur diſciplina, ab allo vicario 


| Domini Spiritu Sancto.—Quæ eſt ergo FARACLETIL 


adminiftratio niſi hæe, qudd diſciplina dirigitur, qudd 
9 . ſerĩpturæ 
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God and their God ; to WORK Ian a- 
eLESs, to STRENGTHEN their Rxso- 
LUTION, to ENLARGE. their IDgas, 
and ?o call to their Remembrance the 
Things which they had been told be- 
fore. But in EvERY OTHER RESPECT, 
and on every Occaſion when the Inte- 
reſts of CHRISTIANITY did not mme- | 
diately interfere, the ArosTLEs were 
frail and fallible, like ordinary Men, re- 
ſigned to the Guidance of their own un- 
influenced Judgement; as is ſufficient- 
ly clear, without circumſtantial Proof, 
from the A#s and other Parts of the 
New TESTAMENT. 5 ith 


ſcripturz revelantur, quod intellectus reformatur, quod 
ad meliora proficitur? NI HIL sIX E . et omnĩa 


Temevs expectant. | 
| | TexrTyLL. de Virg. ak I. 


| „ . John xiv, 26. | 
+ Sixex the writing of the 8 J perceive that N | 
the excellent DR. WaTson has made ſome fimilar Re- 
flections in the ſecond. Letter of his e for | 


Ousieriaxirv. 


„ 
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Non was this Agency of the SPIRIT 


of Gop upon their” Minds of ſuch 


Efficacy, I apprehend, as to ſuperinduce 
an UNIVERSAL and UNLIMITED Ac- 
 QVAINTANCE with religious and moral 
Truths in all their Connections and 
Dependencies. It were ſufficient, if 
HE Communicated ſuch a Portion of 
Information, as would ſatisfy the pe- 
_ culiar Exigencies of the various Situ- 


ations in which they might be called : 


upon to a& or ſuffer. However, it is 
MOST CERTAIN, that after no incon- 


ſiderable Alteration had been effected 


in their general Conduct, as Preachers 
of the Gosp EL, we may obſerve in 
ſome of them a Narrowneſs of Thought®, 
and a prudential temporiſing Circumſpec- 
tion, or rather a Degree of Hypocriſy . 

very unworthy of the AyosTLEs of Je- 
sus CHRIST: which manifeſtly ſhews, 
that whatever Changes had been wrought 


Gal. ii. 14—21. + oumnaxpiInoav aur. V. 13. 
in 


ren on 
: 
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in them, as Miniſters of the Word, they 
(z ſtill beſet with the Paſſions and 


Infirmities of Men. Nor ſhall I be 
afraid of advancing it as my Opinion, 
that MANY CHRISTIANS in ſucceeding 
Ages have been poſſeſſed of Diſpoſitions 
MORE. BENEVOLENT. and GOD-LIKE, 
of Underſtandings MoRE LIBERAL and 
ENLIGHTENED, and have walked, in all 


| Reſpects, MORE worthy of their Vacation, 
than MosT of the TwELvE APOSTLES, 
. Now an Author of Integrity and 
good Senſe, who ſets himſelf to com- 
. poſe a- Hiſtory of ſome diſtant Period, 
takes Care to collect his Materials from 
the moſt undoubted Records and the 
| moſt. authentic Information. If he 
ö deſign to exhibit merely a Detail of 
| ſuch Tranſactions as have fallen under 
| ; his own immediate Notice, he relates 
| them without Exaggeration or Diſ- 
| guiſe, to the beſt of his Judgement and 
| RecolleQion; and is particularly cau- 
65 | | tious 
* 
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tious in either Caſe, to advance Nothing 
as Fact, without ſubſtantial Evidence. 
An ye-uitneſ, -who. proceeds with 
ſuch Circumſpection, without inter- 
mixing his own private Opiniont with 
his Narrative, is no more liable to 
Deception than his external © Senſes: 
one, who relates upon the Credit of 
another's Information, / muſt be _— 
to Error. and Mz 1 5 ee 
Fe 4 

WE inns 0 Feist a Alpert; 
which theſe Obſervations have on the 
Hiſtories: compoſed by the EVANGE- 
LIS TS. MAT TRHEW and Joun, by Rea- 
ſon of their conſtant Attendance upon 
the Perſon of our Lord almoſt from 
the Commencement” of his' Miniſtry, 
were, in Point of Information, perfectly 
| qualified to record thoſe Scenes, in 
which they had been converſant, and 
had ated fo conſpicuous a Part. This 
"Taſk they executed in the moſt ſatiſ- 
* and proper Manner. They de- 
livered, 


- 
li. 
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livered, not a viſionary Syſtem of in- 
genious Conjecture, no intricate and 
refined Theories, but a ſimple Narra- 
tive, in a familiar and inartificial Style, 
without rhetorical Embelliſhment, 
without Digreſſions, without Argu- 
mentation, without Inferences, with- 
out Remarks: but with every internal 
Character of CREDIBILITY. | The 
moſt inattentive Survey of theſe fin- 
gular Hiſtories muſt lead us to ac- 


knowledge the Wiſdom of God in the 


Appointment of ſuch Inſtruments for 
this Work, and in. condeſcending to 
conſult the Neceſſities of the unlearned | 
and far OY: Portion of Mankind. 


* TTWX01 1 "Mii Ki. 5. | 
Momep nels roig x0uTn vnT1NG, 8 ru k ,ν,i ey TW xy 
coxatouta Tuvars, ann Ac “i 1 . To aovevis Twv 
UTTOKEt LEVY, Pape TRUTH, M HG TOLSHEY, & PauiveTat 
dau Xpnoiue eig 1m ry radu, og raid, eri pov Kat 
Jophwow rug comey 6 78 Qes a0. wrovoynuevau TH 
avayeypappera, wetpoas Tn dura ru axzovtuv, M 
Te 1 aurug xpn iu, To ev Ty emayleng Y. 
| Ons, cont, Cels. L. IV. P. 210, Ed. Cant. 
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But we cannot conceive any Form of 
Hiſtory, or any Kind of Compoſition, 
that would require 4% Ability and 
Ingenuity, than thoſe in which they 
have executed their Goſpels. Theſe 
Compoſitions are altogether ſuch as we 
ſhould have previouſly expected from 
the Authors of them, conſidering the 
Meanneſs of their Occupations, the 
Mediocrity of their Acquirements, 
and their Sphere of Life. They were 
not unconſcious, we may preſume, 
of their unimproved Underſtandings 
and their numerous Infirmities, both 
as Men and Writers. They wiſely for- 
bore expatiating beyond the proper 
Limits. They adhered to ocular Proof, 
or the moſt unſuſpeted Information“. 
They conſulted the UTiLiTyY of others 


„ AposTO0LOs Domini habemus auQtores, qui net 
ipſi quicquam Ex sο ARBITRIO, quod inducerent, 
elegerunt, ſed acceptam a CarisTo diſciplinam FiDz- 


LITER  nationibus aſſignaverunt. 
| 8 | TaxruLL, de PRÆs. Haret. 6. 


more 
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more than heir own FAME; and would 


not hazard an Intermixture of their 


private OpiN ions,  PREjJUDICEs, and 


PRECONCEPTIONS;/ with the TRUTH. 


8 22 * 
1 5 


Ir Mark compoſed his ' GosPEL 


under the Eye and by the Direction of 
ST. P ETER, bis: Authority is in all 
Reſpects equivalent to that ound an Aros- 


TOLICAL EVANGELIST. / Vol 8 + 20 ti? Fj 


*. e 7 « ; 
7 o %y * 
5 +4 Liv 147 FF 4 S N 

= 


Luxx wrote, as we may infer from 
the Tenour of his Introduction and 
his Silence with Regard to any other 
Source of Knowledge, from the Te/tj- 
many of others. This neceſſarily com- 
pels us (as before obſeryed) to make 
ſome Deductions from the Credibility 
of his Gos PEL, as Teſffimony is weakened 
by Tranſmiſſion in a regular Propor- 
tion to the Number of ſucceſſive Re- 
lators. But ſome may think, that his 
Inferiority in this Particular, is partly 


1 na thoſe Indications of 
ſuperior 
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ſuperior Abilities and Diſcernment, 
which they have deſcried in the 
Texture of his Hiſtory. And indeed 
on this Account, and becauſe of the 
many beautiful Parables and other 
important Relations with which this 
Goſpel is enriched “*, and it's peculiar 
Adaptation to the Circumſtances of the 
Gentiles,” which is conducted through- 
out with exact Attention and fingular 
Ingenuity ; it is, perhaps, as valuable 
to us as any dh a pes 


AND here we might not improperly 
terminate our Diſquiſitions, having 
taken ſufficient Scope for the Con- 
templation of this Subject, in endea- 
vouring to prove that the Doctrine of 
a PLENARY and INFALLIBLE INSPI- 
RATION, | WP and nn r 


C PLURIMA enim et MAGIS NECESSARIA Evan- 
III per hunc (Luca) cognovimus, &. : 
In Bx. adv. Her. III. 14. quem vide. 


I the 
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the EvANGELISTsS in every ConJUNC- 
TURE, of their Lives, and particularly 
in the ComPosiTION of the GospEILS, 
is a \FACTITIOUS. and UNWARRANT= 
ABLE ASSUMPTION; as ſuch a Gift 
appears to be UNNECESSARY I, IN Ex- =; 
PEDIENT and IMPROBABLE-F,' , DIS> 

CLAIMED. by the EVANGELISTS 
Tür 5. INCONSISTENT. with 
a COMPARATIVE View of the Gos- 
PELs||, and INJURIOUs to the IN- 
TERESTs of the CHRISTIAN. REve- 
LATIONS. But as the Epiſtles © of 
ST. Paul, compoſe a large and im- 
portant Part of the received Canon of 
the Nx w TESTAMENT, and as the 
Singularity of his Caſe may be thought 
an invincible Objection to the pre- 
ceding Concluſions, it may be of Ser- 
vice to enter into a diſtinct and care- 
ful Conſideration of his CHARACTER 
and PRETENSIONS. 


i : 
3 
5 J 
1 o 


5 Sed m. + W. x v. Whol eee 
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"SECTION I. 


The Character and Pretenfions of Sr. Paul. 
NL La 


140r, O MIAIE Mor, ON: HPEITEA+ O 
 ATANHTOZE Mor, EIE ON EYAOKHEEN H 
TTXH MOY- OHEQ TO IINEYMA Mor Ei 
ATTON, KAI ary FORK — AnAr- 
| | Matt. xii, 1B, 


E ſhall coincide, I 1 
with the Suffrages of all rea- 
ſonable and candid Judges, when we 
pronounce Paul to have been a Man 
of a vigorous and well- informed Un- 
derſtanding. He had, in all Proba- 
bility, made a very conſiderable Pro- 
ficiency in Jeuiſb Learning, under the 
Tuativa of his eminent eee 


* aa, v. 34. xxii, 3. 
. and 
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and his Writings, few and unoſten- 
tatious as they are, betray an Elegance 
of Taſte, which had indulged itſelf in 
occaſional Excurſions into the Walks of 
_ Grecian Literature. We may ſuppoſe 
him, with Reaſon, to have been un- 
" acquainted with the Doctrines of 
HRISTIANITY before his Converſion, 
except from the partial Miſrepreſenta- 
tions of common Fame among his 
Countrymen. His. original Acquaint- 
ance, therefore, with the true Character 
of Jesus CnRIST, and with the 
Genius of the GospPEL, was, doubtleſs, 
the ſole Reſult of sUPERNATURAL 
CoMMuNnicaTion. But his intimate 
Knowledge of the Scriptures of the 
OLD TESTAMENT: and of the Evi- 
dences of Fudai/m, ſeconded. by his 
inquiſitive. Diſpoſitionz and illuſtrated = 
by the Light of Gentzi/e Literature; 
would be of material Service to him, 
after his Mind was purified, and his 
Temper had received a right Direction, 
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by the Superinduction of Cnxrs- 
- TIANITY. + : 


Lr us then examine what Autho- 


rity his Writings carry with them; 


and whether he aſſerts to himſelf more 
than human Credibility, We will firſt 
conſider ſome particular Paſſages of his 
Epiſtles, which have been thought to 
vindicate the GirT of INSPIRATION 


to all the canonical Books both of the 


OLD and New TESTAMENT. 
But continue thou in the Things which 
 fidering of whom thou learnedft them ; 


And that from a Child thou haſt known 
_ the HoLy SCRIPTURES, Which are able 
to make thee wiſe unto Salvation, through 
Faith in Cur1sT IESsUs. 


Every Scripture is given by Iliſpiration 
of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, 


* 13 5 for 


— 


of 


thou learned/i and waſt aſſured of, con- 


7 
* 
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for Reproof, for Correction, for In- 
ftruttion in Righteouſneſs, 


That the Man of God may be perfect, 
e furniſhed unto every good Work®. 


. I osseRve, that 1 holy Serip- | 
4 with which Timothy had been 
converſant from his Infancy, could not 
be any Writings of the New Teſtament, 
as the Publication of none of them has 
been fixed by any ſacred Chronologer 
at ſo early a Period. The Expreſſion, 
therefore, muſt be reſtrained to ſome 
Writin 85 of the Old Teſlament. 
Tuts ſingle Remark might ſuffice 
for the preſent Purpoſe ; but it oy 
not be amiſs to add | 


.* 2 Tim, iii. 14, 15, 16, 17. 
I Sex Adds xvi. 1. If Timothy was only taventy 
Years old then, which is a very fair Suppoſition, he _ 
muſt have been born about the Time of our SaviouR's 


Crucifixion, 
„ 2. FOR 
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2. Fox THIS RREASON, the Phrafe 
Which are able to make thee wiſe unto 
Salvation, through Faith in Cur1sT 
__ Jesvs—muſt mean, Which can give 
thee ſuch Information as will lead thee 
unto juſt Apprehenſions of the Salva- 
tion proclaimed by the Goſpel ; a Sal- 
vation not to be attained but by the 
Mean of Faith in CRRISTH Jzsvs.” 


3. AND what are thoſe Writings of 


the Orp TzsTamenT, which are 
worthy of this Diſtinction, and are 


ſo peculiarly calculated to communicate 
juſt Conceptions of the ſaving Diſ- 
penſation of CHRISTIANITY ? The 
PRoPHECIEsS, undoubtedly, lay Claim 
to this CHARACTERISTICAL PRE-= 
EMINENCE, TE inculcate more 
ſpiritualiſed and ſublime Ideas of the 
SUPREME BEING, of his Nature, his 
Government, and his Perfections, than 


3 


moſt other Books of the Jewiſb Scrip- 


tures. They inſiſt with the greateſt 
14 Earneſtneſs 


op 
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Earneſtneſs and Freedom, on the In- 
ſufficiency and Unimportance of external 
Diſcriminations, and ceremonial Devo- 
tion, unſanctified by active Piety, Inte- 
grity of Conduct, and Purity of Heart. 
They foretel in more explicit Terms 
a future and better Diſpenſation in 
Spirit and in Truth, and delineate with 
unambiguous and even circumſtantial 
Exactneſs, the Life and Fortunes of 
it's commiſſioned Eſtabliſher, the Mes- 
san. They give, in ſhort, ſame Inti- 
mations of a future Period of Retribu- 
tion to the whole Race of Man ac- 
cording to their Works, and of a more 
exalted Sphere of Exiſtence after the 
Termination of this mortal Life. Stu- 
pendous Truths ! not at all delivered, 
or but ænigmatically adumbrated, in 
the Pentateuch, and the 4itorical Parts 
of. the OLD TESTAMENT. | 


Fe 8 we read with ſome 
Inter preters, A annere . in- 


hired. 
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fired, is alſo uſeful* — or with others, 
All Scripture is divinely inſpired, and is 
uſeful— will be immaterial ; fince the 
Context leads us, in either Caſe, to 
underſtand the Expreſſion, as particu- 
larly reſpecting the prapbetical Books 
of the OLD TESTAMENT. | 


Wrirty this Paſſage, therefore, the 
EvANGELISTS and APOSTOLIC WRI- 
TERS have no Concern. 


Now we have not received the Spirit 

of the World, but the Spirit which ts of 
God, that we might know the Things that 
are freely gtven unto us by God: 


' Which Things we alſo ſpeak, not in 
. ords taught by buman Wiſdom, but in 


Tais Tranſlation is preferable; Some Mfs. have 
eri xa. wpenu@-:; and where youpn means the ſacred 
Scriptures, the Article is aLways prefixed, except 
ſome Word in the Connection determines the Senſe ; as 
in Rom, i, 2, xvi. 26. | 
Words 
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Words taught by the Holy Spirit, com- 
paring ſpiritual Things with ſpiritual *. 


Tur the APosTLE in this Paſſage 
modeſtly ſpeaks of himſelf in the plural 
Number, is very evident from the 
Beginning of the Chapter. He is 
arguing in Vindication of the ſimple 
unaffected Language, in which he de- 
livered the Doctrines of the Gosyrer, 
purpoſely avoiding the rhetorical and 
N ſtudied Embelliſhments of human Elo- 
- quence. As if he had faid: 


I HAVE in no Reſpect adjuſted my 
Manner of Preaching to the artificial 
and oſtentatious Practices of the Ora- 


tors of this World. I have a more im- 


' ä 21 Cor. ii. 12, 13. It is not eaſy to aſcertain the 

} Meaning of the laſt Clauſe, comparing ſpiritual Things 
with /piritual—in this Connection. Perhaps 1 Cor. xiv. 
29 · conſidered with 1 John iv. 1. may contribute to ex- 
plain it. I 


portant 
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portant Purpoſe in View, than the 


Propagation of my own Fame, as a 
Man of Eloquence ; even the Demon- 
ſtration and the Eſtabliſhment of the 
TRUTH of Gop. My Acquaintance 
with the great Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith, I received by immediate Reve- 


lation from Jesus CauRrisT himſelf. 


Theſe I communicate to you; not in 
Words of human Wiſdom, but in the 


plain Form ſuggeſted to me by the 


HoLy SpiRiT.” 


To theſe we might add other Texts 
of a ſimilar Import“: but we ſhould not 
be authoriſed to extend any Concluſions 


deduced from them beyond Sime and 


bis Epifiles: and the large Conceſſions 
which we are going to make, upon 
ſolid Grounds, in Favour of this 
CHIEF APOSTLE, render a minute Ex- 
amination of any Text that relates to 
Bim, entirely ſuperfluous. 


® As Gal. i. 12. Ke. 


PAUL 


| 


— — 


r 1. r n n on 


124 AN ESSAY ON 


0 


Pal received his Defignation to 
the Apoſtolate through the Medium of 
a moſt miraculous Interpoſition, and 
for the Execution of a Commiſſion the 
moſt important, ſince the Miniſtration 
of Jesus CuRISTH, that had been, or 
could be, entruſted to the Care of 
Man. In the Midſt of a furious and 
an unrelenting Career of Perſecution, 
whilſt he was breathing Murder and 


1 Devaſtation againſt the Infant- Church, 
and had armed his impetuous Zeal 


with an authoritative Mandate from 
the High-Prieſt to cruſh it, if poſ- 
fible, at it's Birth; he was inſtan- 
taneouſly arreſted by a Beam of heaven- 
Iy Light, which ſhone around him with 


an Effulgence vivid as the Lightening®. . 


He fell to the Ground, ' fightleſs and 


diſmayed, and found himſelf addreſſed 


by a Voice from Heaven, expoſtulating 


with him upon the Motives of his 


implacable Animoſity againſt the Diſ- 


* Tepmopader. Acts ix, 3. 
| ciples 
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ciples of the LoxD. Full of Trepida- 


tion and Perplexity, and abaſhed by _ 


the plain, but unanſwerable, Queſtion' 


of the much injured Iꝝxsus, he roſe up 


to obey the Dictates of the heavenly 


Viſion; and became henceforward a 
renowned Champion of that Faith 
which he had once laid waſte; and 


at length, after a moſt proſperous and 


painful Warfare, witneſſed the Sin- 


cerity of his Converſion, and waſhed 
away the Stains of former Guilt with 
the Stream of his own Blood. 

Wr clearly perceive that, in this 
Inſtance, the ALMIGHTY DIRECTOR 
of the Universt overſtept the ſtated 


Limits of his Adminiſtration, and in 


the Converſion of this choſen Veſſelx, 
exerted, if we may be pardoned the Ex- 
preſſion, an'EXTRAORDINARY EFFORT 
of OMnieoTeNnce. We might previ- 
oy have e from this MS 


Ty 5 e d in. 13. 
Tranſ- 


l 
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Tranſaction, that Gop had in View 


the Accompliſhment of ſome Purpoſe 
of more than ordinary Usz and Di- 


NITY.: and the Fact correſponds to ſuch 
a reaſonable Inference. This EMINENT | 


PERSON, of an enthuſiaſtic Temper, 


an enterpriſing Spirit, and of a perſe- 
vering and unſhaken Fortitude, | was 
inveſted with a Commiſſion that ſcanda- 
"liſed every Jeu, and confounded the 
Ideas even of the ArosTLEs them- 


ſelves. He was authoriſed, not only 
to proſelyte the idolatraus Gentiles to 


. the Chriſtian Faith, but to admit them, 


without Circumciſon or Obedience to 


the Moſaic Ritual, to all the Privileges 
and to the perfect Liberty of the Gos- 
. PEL, upon equal Terms with the Fews; 
who fondly imagined the common 
PARENT and PRESERVER | of Men 


# 


FATHER. _ nine 


Wrar Activity and Firmneſs of 
Mind were requiſite for this arduous 
Under- 


to be their APPROPRIATED. Gop and 


fe ns. A. 
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Undertaking! What Dangers would 
he encounter, what Odium would he 
incur, what Perſecution would he 
ſuffer, from the virulent Zeal of his 
Countrymen, in the Avowal of a 
Doctrine ſo incompatible with their 
Prejudices, and | ſubverſive of cere-: 
monial Inſtitutions, - to which they 
chiefly owed their | Diſcrimination as 
the People of Gop and aſcribed the 
very. Efſence of Piety and Religion! 
Muſt we not ſuppoſe that he was fur- . 
niſhed with the moſt extraordinary 
Gifts for the Diſcharge of ſuch an 
arduous and weighty Office? Could « 
any Thing leſs than the PERPETUAL. 
InvicoRATIoN of ſpiritual Strength, 
ſuſtain the Infirmity of Man, in the 
Multiplicity of preſſing Emergencies 
to which the Apos TIE of the Gzn- 
- TILES was expoſed ! Emergencies, ſuf- 
ficient to overwhelm the Spirit and * 
exhauſt the Patience of human Nature. . 


Wr 
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Wr will briefly examine this Matter, 


and ſee what Qualifications he arrogates 


to himſelf; only premiſing, that his 
diſintereſted Conduct on all Occaſions, 


the Magnanimity with which he en- 
dured not only Afflictions, but the 


ſeverer Trial of Reproach and Scorn, 


rather than let go his Integrity; his 
humiliating Acknowledgement of his 


ferocious and ſanguinary Zeal for Ju- 


daiſm, and the ingenuous Freedom with 


which he aſſerts his Sincerity as a 
CnRISTIAN and his Services as an 
AyosTLE, (a ſure Pledge of conſcious 
Merit!) are undoubted Pre/umptions in 

his Favour, and diſcountenance all Suſ- | 


W of r and 1.5 e 


He FEY of his Kube Vds of the 
TRUTRHS of CHRISTIANITYV*, not as 


derived from the ſlow Proceſs of gra- 
8277 een or _— Enquiry; ; | 


Gal. i. 12. 


not 
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not as collected from the Information 
of the ArosTLEs or any other Men, 


but as originating immediately from 


the Fountain-head, Js us | CHRIST 
himſelf. He had no Communication, 


and probably not even a perſonal Ace- 
quaintance, with the other AposTLEs®, 


until he had been engaged ſeveral Tears _ 
in the Duties of his Miniftry : and at 
luaſt he had an Interview with the Prin- 
_ Cipal of them, merely to preclude their 
Oppoſition to his Preaching -T, and by 
thoſe Means prevent the Obſtruction 
of the Gos PEL to inform them of his 


Appointment to the AposTLESHtP, 


not to inſtruct himfel, in the Doctrines 
of the ChRISTIAN  RevELATION. 
From this circumſtantial Detail of his 
firſt Proceedings after his Call, given 

by himſelf, he, doubtleſs, means us to 
underſtand, that his Authority and 
| InjunGions are © cquivaleny to - ole: of ; 


oy . Gal. i 1. 2 21=24. | + C, U, V, 45 | ; 
Ko his 


his Loxp and Mas TER, who 11 ar- 
en and INSTRUCTED: > him. 


* Bur it 2 | beſt no * ainaibant; 
or even REASONABLE, to ſuppoſe, that 
this Energy of the Spirit operated with 
EQUAL and 'UNCEASING./ INFLUENCE, 
and took up, as it were, a CONSTANT 
REsIDENCE in his Mind. Ixsus 
Cuxkis r ſeems to be the only Man on 
whom TRE ALMIGHTY, poured down 
his Spirit without Meaſure#.. And our 
 ArosTLE appears to have been favoured 
with various occa/ional Revelations F, 
adapted to the various Exigencies of his 
Miniſtry; and theſe Interferences were 
ſuperfluous, if the Operation of the 
Spirit wWwas uxiroRM and PERPETUAL. 
And he ſometimes enforces his In- 
junctions with expreſsly aſſerting, that 
he had received ſuch Information from 
John iii. 34. + See Acts xxii. 17. xvi. 9. 
1 Cor. xi. 23. 2 Cor, xi. 2. Gal. ii. 2. 1 Theſſ. 
iv. 15. &c, | ASI aw 


11! 
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the LokxD Je sus; and never mentions; 
as I recollect, that the in-dwelling 


Spirit "ſuggeſts it to his Mind at that 


particular Time, which he would natu- 
rally have done, had this actually been 
the Caſe. Beſides, he ſubmits ſome 
Propoſitions to the Judgement of thoſe 
to whom he writes, to be adopted, er 
diſregarded, at their Diſcretion; and 
does not peremptorily enjoin them, as 
UNQUESTIONABLY. TRUE and of INDIs= 
PENSABLE OBLIGATION. l 


e e e 1 . $6. 75 ' "I's 
1 wy 
* * 5 — 
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leſs eſſential, it is likely, to the Buſineſs 
of his Miſſion, Gop did not think it 
proper to ſatisfy him, and to ſolve his 
Doubts; but left him in Uncertainity; 


to the ſolitary Uſe of his own Judge-. 


ment. Ae, we find from his 
Hiſtory in the As, and even from his 
own Epiſtles, that he was not exempt- 
ed from the Frailties and Imperfections 
of e., But (for which he can 


KS never 


2 iD... ... — — U— ** 


_—y FROG 


never be enough commended). when- 


ever he adyances his private unaut bo- 
riſed Opinion, he ſpeaks in Terms of 


MopesTy and even Dirripsxcgs ſo 
that it is eaſy for us to collect from his 
Manner. of ExrRRSSLION whether he 


is dictating 515 own: Sentiment, or à re- 
vealed | Truth*.. Nor indeed was he 
likely, for ſeveral; Reaſons, to impoſe 
any Injunction. as obligatory, from 51 
own: unſupport ed:P erſuafron of it's Pro- 
priety. He gloried in his Goſpel, as the 
direct GirT of Heaven: he appears 
to hold intellectual Excellence in but 
little Eſtimation, | when contraſted with 


moral Worth ; and depreciates his own. 


Endowments in particular, with un- 
uſual Earneſtneſs, and with ere 
of deep Rs 3 £4484 Rr 133 
2771 1 111 Bu! ©: is 144 a 13 e 
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„ agus: et Apoſtolus,. Si guid, i —— 250 
3 ollen et ipſe cons1LiuM fubwiniirare, 
cum PRRCEPrUM Douin i non habebat, 
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Hr was a Perſon of a very liberal 
and elevated Soul: à jealous Aſſertor 
of the Rights and Dignity of Man, 
and may not improperly be ſtyled the 
GREAT PATRIOT of the GosPEL. 
This Excellency of Spirit, moſt ob- 
ſervable in his Life and Writings, 
would naturally render him averſe to 
the Impaſi tion of any Reſtraint, or the 
Propaſal of any Article of Faith, when 
he had not the moſt ſatisfactory As- 
W Wurm 


8 Reſult of chess wen Daw 
Ae is, in my Judgement, that 
when Sr. Paul ſpeaks and directs in 
HIS OWN APOSTOLICAL CHARACTER, 
His Word is of the HiOHEST POSSIBLE 


AuTHORITY, and is impreſſed with 
more Marks of CREDIBILITY and of 
a DIVINE ORIGIN, than ANY OTHER 
WRriTiNGs of the New TESTAMENT: 

and that his Epy#/es, as far as they 
have been tranſmitted to us entire and 
K 3 uncorrupted, 


? 
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uncorrupted, contain TRUTH, EVAN-= 
GELICAL TRUTH, "WITHOUT any 
Mixruxr of ERROR. 7-0 


ere eo afar Importance 
in authenticating the CHRISTIAN RE- 
VELATION, than ARGUMENTS and 
OrINIioNs, though advanced by Apos- 
TLEs themſelves : and the contracted 
; Plan of epiſtolary Writings, and their 
unavoidable Defects, ariſing: from our 
Ignorance of the complicated Circum- 
ſtances under which they might be 
compoſed, and from many other Par- 
ticulars, render the Gel Hiſtories, 
which exhibit the LIE of Jzsus, as 
they are a more EXACT and COPIOUS 
| Delineation of CHRISTIANITV, a MORE 
[SECURE and ELIGIBLE RvuLE: of Con- 
DUCT. 


I 


To make one general Inference de- 
ducible tin the Poſitions of the pre- 
| i ceding 


SIS 
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ceding Eſſay, which is earneſtly ſab- 
mitted. to the Conſideration of NN 
whom it more eee Ew 


ts EVANGELISTS th Me 
in the PRIMITIVE Days of Chriſtianity, 
were not INSPIRED by the SPIRIT of 
Gop in the Manner that has been 
generally imagined: no Man or SET 
of MEN, will be ſuppoſed by REASoN- 
_ ABLE People, to be favoured with this 
EMINENT PRIVILEGE in theſe LATER 
TI MES. THEREFORE, thoſe Societies 
of Chriſtians, who rhink themſelves 
to be actuated by the Holy Sri 
on various Occaſions, and particularly 
during the Celebration of the public 
Services of Devotion, though their 
Sincerity and Conſcientiouſneſs are un- 
queſtionable, MvsT of Courſe, in this 
Reſpect, labour under the Influence of 
hide ah SELF-DELVSION. op 


I HAvE not been induced to make 
the preceding Remark from any Motive 
of Malignity and Uncharitableneſs, or 
from a diſparaging Opinion of thoſe to 
whom it may be applicable; but, be- 
cauſe a particular Set of Proteſtants, 
who have ariſen amongſt us and have 
been unhappily - diſcriminated by a 
Name of Deriſion and Contempt, 
which I, who cannot either ridicule 
or deſpiſe the ſincere and virtuous, 
diſlike to mention, has placed ſo great 
Confidence in the illuminating Influ- 
ence of the HoLY SPIRIT and their 
internal Feelings, as to negle& too much 
the Letter of the 8ACRED WRITINGS, 
and the Aſſiſtances of ancient Litera- 
ture. They have regarded the one, as 
of ſecondary Uſe in the Buſineſs of reli- 
gious Faith; and appear to have no 
Conception, how the Glimmer of the 
other can reflect any Light on the 
ſplendid Page of Revelation. From 
this Conſideration I will be bold to 
228 . Fo 
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ſay, that no Denomination of Chriſ- 
tians whatſoever can boaſt ſuch a large 
Proportion of ſenſible, temperate, and 
virtuous Members, who hold ſo many 
unwarrantable and abſurd Opinions; 
and who are, at the ſame Time, ſo 
flenderly acquainted with the Learning 
of - Antiquity, and with the Genius 
and Doctrines of that Revelation, 
which they ſuppoſe themſelves to Pro- 
* in it's grectet e | 


FT. 


THUS, without Reſerve, and, fa 
ſure, without Partiality, have I de- 


clared my Thoughts very plainly and 
conciſely *, upon this intereſting Sub- 


ject; and ſhall be happy, if thoſe who. 
may deign to read this Eſay, will uſe 
the ſame Freedom with which I have 
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both thought and written. I wiſh, 


with the moſt ardent Aſpirations, 
to ſee the Foundations of CRRISTI- 
ANITY entirely diſencumbered of that 
Maſs. of Rubbiſh, which IG NORAN CE, 
ARTIFICE, and SUPERSTITION have 
heaped upon them, and reſtored to 
their priſtine State of ApOSTOLICAL 
SIMPLICITY : nor ſhall my Exertions 


in this great Cauſe ever ceaſe, but with 
the Suſpenſion of my Faculties, or. the 


Interruption of my Exiſtence. An un- 
reſerved Exhibition of the TRUTH can 
never be injurious, to the Intereſts of 


f RxTIOIoN T, unleſs indeed debaſed by 


| acrimo- 


* 2 * 
91 * 4 1 1 


2 M dicente cues ſentio, vos Mee et exa- 


Ss, fi quid rectum eſt aut minds rectam, ' 


1 Pxjoun,! Hom. XXI. quoted by Lanz 
Y in a gp. | 


+ Poor Sozomen indeed, honef Man! had ſome 


conſeientions e ond wad —— 5 1. 
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acrimonious Zeal and Malevolence of 
Spirit, or made at ſome very unſea- 
ſonable Juncture; Allegations, that 
cannot be advanced, I hope, with any 
Plauſibility againſt Hi, Eſay, and in 
theſe Times of Liberality and Mo- 
deration. Perhaps, however, we are 
too liberal in our Conceſſions, when 
we allow that there may be a Time 
improper for divulging TRT through 
the Medium of the Preſs. No Chriſ- 
tian thinks the enforcing of religious 
Duties, and She! OOO of vicious 


KAINS EIFHEOMAL, un a AMTHTOS Tis 
ne 
Ecc. Hiſt, L. YU C. xxi—No nu ful DitinQion! f 


_Hz might PR borrowed the Hint from Lucian. 


MEN. OY Oels expepev avra p- àmarrag, v0 ma 


amoppila chap, 1 vat Tis Mh Vp rat papm 
act dg. 16 
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Manners, ever improper. This ſalu- 
tary Work is urged in Seaſon and aut 
of Seaſon. And why ſhould we be 
more indulgent to intellectual Perverfity, | 
than to moral als af FEY 825 
ee, than to ho Heart? 


Ares we eli Ski of thoſe 
feeble Outworks, which the blind and 
timid Credulity of darker Ages aſſiſted 
to erect for the Entrenchment of Su- 
PERSTITIoN and © ECCLESIASTICAL 
SUPREMACY, we ſhall be incapable of 
defending even the Citadel with any 
tolerable Proſpect of Succeſs. The 
unreflecting, who cannot diſcern, and 
the malicious, who w2// not diſtinguiſn, 
muſt of Courſe confound the Devices 

of INR ANR and Porrcy, whilſt 
they are avowed and defended, with 
the ne Doctrines of the Gosrxr. | 
Tax Notion of a RO Bhf, 


ee in the money Pages, i is one 
of 
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of thoſe Many FaxciESs that have im- 
Paired the Strength and tarniſhed the 
Beauty of our Religion; and has been 


a great Obſtacle to a juſt Interpretation 


of the Scriptures, by - conducing - to 
extinguiſh the Light of Reaſon, that 
Candle of the Loxp, which illuminateth 
every Man who cometh: into the World, 
Some well-intentioned, but miſtaken, 
' Chriſtians, from a ſervile Timidity and 
a precipitate” Zeal, which under the 
Appearance of doing Honour to our Re- 
ligion, in Reality grace it, invert 
the Order of Things, and fruſtrate the 
Gifts of PRoviDence. From a Per- 
ſuaſion of the ab/olute Inſpiration. of 
every Line and Word of the 8AcRED 
WxriTinGs, they relinquiſh the Prive- 
lege of intelligent Creatures, and bend 
their Faculties to a Coincidence with 
the literal Poſitions of Scripture, how- 
ever unintelligible, however ſubverſive 
of the Rules of temperate Criticiſm 
and rational Interpretation, and how- 
ever 
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ever inconfiſtent with the Context of 
the Paſſage, and with the Scope and 
Tenour of REVELATION. There are 
Durizs to PRACTISE; there are Pxo- 
POSITIONS' to BELIEVE, PREVIOUS and 
PREPARATORY to our Acquaintance 
with CHRISTIANITY, and INDEPEN= 
DENT 'on . 2 1oo fe Reaſon of theſe 
OBE TEQ eee „ 


* 
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7 


os Tun learned Axs BEL , Archbiſhop of CIO 
in 8 elewentbh Century, was of a very different Way of 
| thinking, and as his Mode of Inve/igation is curious 
in itſelf, and ſeems to have been too generally adopted 
by all Ranks of Chriſtians from that Age to the pre- 
ſent, it may not be amiſs to produce it, for the Sa rIs- 
FACTION and EpirIcAT ION of the Reader. bs { 


stur rECTUS o0RD0 exigit, /ays this logical Pre- 
late, ut profunda FIDEL CHRISTIANE CREDAMUS, 
PRIUSQUAM ea præſumamus RATIONE DISCUTERE 3 
ita negligentia mihi videtur, fi, yosTQUam CONFIR- 
MATT SUMUS IN FIDE, non ftudemus, 8558 enen | 
mae, . 
| | Mosn. Ece, Hi. Cent. XL. 


_ 1 SEVERAL polemic Tuz0LoOra Wt of chis our Dey 
might be pointed out, who appear to have rea/oned like 
the good ny but if I might be permitted to 


interpoſe EL 
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| People i is not thought worthy: of per- A 
forming even the ſubordinate Office of 
a Slave. She is reluctantly borne away 

in Triumph, without a temporary Per- 
miſſion to advertiſe. the Conqueror f 
his Prailty and F allibility*. Unleſs 
Fairn, however, derive all it's Energy 
froma Subſerviency. to our REASONING 


: 1 my ; Opinion, 1 would: fix upon two Publica- 
tions lately voided, as entitled to an unqueſtionable 
Pre- eminence in this Reſpect, and written exactly after 
the Heart of our rel Ding: 5 


Tus REV. Me. bestes 8 caro Docraixr 


* 


AN D Bi 8 \ SCRIPTURAL ConruTATION: 


M1SERABLE Specimens indeed of the TyzoLoGY 
of the B1GHTEENTH Century, and the moſt con- 
temptible of all poſſible Performances ! þ 


Qui tin non odit, amet tua conminn; Mz vi! 


H | Prætorem in curribus altis 
Extantem, et medio ſublimem in pulvere Circi ; 


. et sIBI ConsUL 
Nx PLACEAT, curru SERVUS portatur eodem. 
SES IJyvv. Sat. X. 36. 


INTELLECT, 


— . 


INTELLECT, PATIENTLY EXERCISED 
and..'IMPARTIALLY EXER TED, / our 
ENQUIRIES. will be UNFORTUNATE, 
and not IN NOcENT: they will neither 
iſſue in the AnoepTIoON of VENIAL 
ERRoR, nor the PERCEPTION of on- 
MIXED 1 | 
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